Palestinian woman stabs Israeli policeman 

NETZAR1M. Gaza Strip (R) — A Palestinian woman 
slabbed and lightly wounded an Israeli border police- 
man on Tuesday near a Jewish settlement in the Gaza 
Strip, the army said. Palestinian police Brigadier Gen- 
eral Saeb Ajez said the assailant, 32, came from Bureij 
refugee camp. Police said she was released last week 
from a menial institution. Police, patrolling in the area 
controlled jointly by Israel and the PNA, said they 
jumped on her and brought her under control to pre- 
vent Israeli soldiers from firing at her. The army said 
the border policeman was taken to a clinic for treat- 
ment. 
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Suspected militants kill 6 policemen in Egypt 

ASSRJT (R) — Suspected Muslim 
dead five policemen and their officer and injured two 
civilians Tuesday in an attack on a police patrol jus 
outside a southern Egyptian town, security sources 
said They said the men fled after .gunning down hve 
policemen and Lieutenant Maged Farouq Mehanna 
near the -house of the state security inspector a$-tne 
outskirts of Minya, some 240 kilometres south i Of 
Cairo. Two civilians were wounded in die atta ck, th ey 
added.' The province of Minya has been the centre ot 
a long running conflict between police and the mfli- 
lant Gaina'a Al Islamiya (Islamic group), which says 
it is fighting to overthrow the government and set up 
a purist Islamist state. More than 1.000 people have 
been killed since the Gama'a took up arms against the 
government in 1992. 
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King calls on Muslims to draw 
plan to resolve social problems 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday called 
on Muslim scholars to come 
up with a plan to solve the 
social problems suffered by 
the Muslim and Arab worlds. 

Speaking at the inaugura- 
tion ceremony of the 1 1th 
conference of (he Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civili- 
sation Research (Al al Bayt 
Foundation). the King 
emphasised that the plan 
should stem from the Islamic 
and Arab culture. 

The four-day meeting, 
which is held under the 
theme "Islam and Present 
Day Social Problems," will 
also discuss cooperation 
among Muslim scholars. 

The King said the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civili- 
sation Research iRAICR) 
selected several social issues 
through various sympo- 
siums. conferences, inter- 
faith dialogues to discuss and 
solve. 

"Despite all efforts exerted, 
the Islamic World still lacks 
a well-defined scientific 


plan that would be followed 
to meat these social prob- 
lems-. .namely poverty, 
unemployment. develop- 
ment, women, youth, envi- 
ronment, population, drugs 
and the elderly,” the King 
said in his speech to more 
than 100 scholars from 27 
Arab and Muslim nations. 

“How can the civilised 
Islamic programme rake part 
in setting standards to protect 
the underprivileged sectors 
of the society,” the King 
asked. 

“The victims of human 
cruelty are mostly the inno- 
cent The children and 
teenagers from the weakest 
strata of the society... who 
face negligence, hunger, dis- 
ease. exploitation and illegal 
employment." he said. 

“For several reasons... chil- 
dren and teenagers are 
pushed to street pavements 
where they fall prey to 
drugs... which adds a new 
dimension to the problems 
they are suffering,” the King 
said. 

King Hussein stressed that 
more interest should be 
focused on refugee prob- 
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His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan at the 
inauguration ceremony of the 11th conference of the Royal Academy for Islam- 
ic Civilisation Research - Al al Bayt Foundation, on Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 


Iems. where around 700 per- 
sons are forced to leave their 
countries daily. 

“Independent and private 
studies. ..indicated that the 
Islamic World was the most 


affected by the outcomes of armed violence and are still 
disasters and world suffering,” the King said, 

tragedies... 70 per cent of He said that the gangdom 
refugees in the world are has established and suggested 
Muslims. Many Islamic 

countries have suffered from (Continued on page 7) 


Israel’s opposition wins 
symbolic Knesset victory 


TEL AVIV (APi — In a 
symbolic victory for 
Israel's dovish opposition, 
the Knesset on Monday 
passed a motion of no-con- 
fidence in Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government 
— but not by the absolute 
majority needed to topple 
his government. 

Lawmakers voted in 
favour of the opposition 
motion by 49-44 but to 
bring down the prime min- 


ister the opposition needed 
the support of 61 out of the 
1 20 Knesset members. 

Army radio quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu as saying he was 
angry with the National 
Religious Party, whose nine 
lawmakers are part of his 
66-member coalition but 
abstained from the vote 
because of an unrelated dis- 
pute over appointments of 
religious functionaries. 

It was the latest in a series 


of recent no-confidence 
motions in which Mr. 
Netanyahu has been embar- 
rassed by less than stellar 
support from members of 
his coalition. 

Several of them, includ- 
ing former cabinet minis- 
ters, Dan Meridor and 
Benny Begin, ore openly 
trying to bring about his 
replacement 

Mr. Netanyahu faces 
another challenge from 


Ariel Sharon, his infrastruc- 
tures minister, who on 
Wednesday plans to bring 
to a Knesset vote a propos- 
al to make it easier to 
impeach Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Sharon, who helped 
engineer Mr. Netanyahu's 
surprise victory in last 
May's election, is disgrun- 
tled because the premier 
has not closely consulted 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government, opposition to meet in 
bid to soften stands before elections 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment expressed on Tuesday 
its intent to hold dialogue 
with political panic-- and the 
Islamists in particular in a 
bid to break the ice before 
the upcoming parliamentary 
elections due in November. 

“It is likely that a meeting 
(between the government) 
and political parlies will take 
place. ..but no date has been 
set yet.” said Acting Minister 
of "State for Information 
Affairs Nasser Luwzi. 

“The government wel- 
comes dialogue over parlia- 
mentary elections with any 
party. The doors of dialogue 
are wide open for everyone” 
Mr. Lawzi said after a Cabi- 
net meeting. 

Leaders of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who have 
recently announced the 
movement’s determination 
to boycott the upcoming 
elections, reacted to the gov- 
ernment's initiative positive- 
ly. On Monday, member of 
the Brotherhood's executive 
bureau. Jamil Abu Baker, 
unveiled a government's rap- 
prochement initiative 

towards the Islamists that 
v.as made clear after Prime 


Minister Abdul Salom 
Majid i contacted the move- 
ment's leader Abdul Majid 
Thuneibat by telephone. 

Mr. Abu Baker expressed, 
in a statement made to Al 
Ra'i .Arabic daily, the 
Islamists' approval and wel- 
coming of ail rapprochement 
attempts as a “necessary 
prelude towards breaking 
the deadlock.” He empha- 
sised though that the meet- 
ing with the government, 
which he expected will take 
place in the next few days, 
"necessitates consultations 
within the movement.” 

"I We i should acknowl- 
edge that there is a real crisis 
and that everyone should 
w'ork collectively to protect 
the notion." Mr. Abu Baker 
said. 

Although Islamists wel- 
comed dialogue with the 
government, they appeared 
nevertheless sceptical of the 
outcome. In the Islamist Al- 
Saheel weekly, (he mouth- 
piece of the Islamic Action 
Front iIAF) party, the editor 
cast doubt on the govern- 
ment’s seriousness and will- 
ingness to compromise. The 
editor excluded the possibil- 
ity that the government will 
meet the Brotherhood's 
demands and said that the 


contacts the government is 
making with political parties 
are not but to serve propa- 
ganda purposes. 

The Brotherhood earlier 
said that the boycott decision 
was based on its discontent 
with government policies. It 
pointed to the government's 


introduction of temporary 
laws, the one-man, one-vote 
electoral law and the Press 
and Publications Law in par- 
ticular, as well as the need to 
amend the Constitution, 
fight normalisation of rela- 
tions with Israel, promote 
public freedoms. 




He said that the Kingdom 
has established and suggested 

(Continued on page 7) 

UNSCOM 
chief visits 
site outside 
Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — New 
U.N. disarmament chief. 
Richard Butler on Wednes- 
day visited a site outside 
Baghdad on the eve of talks 
with Iraqi leaders, U.N. 
officials said. 

They said the visit took 
place by helicopter but 
declined to give details. 
Mr. Butler was to meet on 
his return with U.N. staff at 
their arms monitoring cen- 
tre in Baghdad. 

On his arrival in Iraq on 
Monday, Mr. Butler 
promised to be “fair” and 
steer dear of politics in his 
job to eliminate Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. clearing the way for 
the lifting of the seven- 
year-old U.N. sanctions. 

The chairman of the U.N. 
Special Commission 
lUNSCOM) for disarm- 
ing IraqS also said 

(Continued on page 7) 


DAKAMSEH’S TOWN WALKS: Approximately 100 women and children from Ibder 
village, near Irbid, staged a demonstration Tuesday for the release of Ahmad Dakam- 
seh. Demonstrators dashed with security forces who blocked them from continuing 
to Irbid. Security forces fired tear gas to disperse the crowd. Demonstrators held the 
convicted man's portrait and the Holy Koran and were chanting and asking His 
Majesty King Hussein to release the prisoner. Some demonstrators were arrested. 


Arafat and Levy meet in bid 
to rescue dying peace process 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat met Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
here on Tuesday as part of 
a European Union attempt 
to breathe life into the afl- 
ing Middle East peace 
process. 

The two men met in the 
presence of Luxembourg’s 
Foreign Minister Jacques 
Poos, representing the 
EU’s rotating presidency. 

But no face-to-face talks 
were scheduled and a 
planned joint dinner with 
the 15 EU foreign minis- 
ters had to be scrapped, 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said, dampen- 
ing hopes of any signifi- 
cant breakthrough. 

The two '‘ men were to 
separately address the for- 
eign ministers later on 
Tuesday evening. 

The EU organised the 
meeting in a bid to navi- 
gate a way out of the 
impasse that has existed 
since March, when Israel 
broke ground for a new 
settlement in occupied east 


Jerusalem, infuriating the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Cook said EU efforts 
to improve the atmosphere 
would focus on promoting 
better economic coopera- =■ 
don between Israel and the * 
Palestinians. He urged the • - 
Israeli government to. open j 
border points with the ter- * 
ri tones and the internation- 
al sea port and airports in 
Gaza. 

On his way to the talks, 
Mr. Arafat strongly 
attacked the United States 
for what he called its fail- 
ure to put pressure on 
Israel over its attitude 
towards the peace process. 

“The situation in the 
(Palestinian) territories is 
getting worse,” Mr. Arafat 
told reporters after discus- 
sions in Alexandria, Egypt, 
with President Hosni ■ 
Mubarak. 

“We praise the continua- j 
non of European efforts 
because the United States 
is no longer concerned by 
the situation in the Middle 
East,” He said. “We hope 
the United States will 


realise its moral and politi- 
cal responsibility and 
change its attitude.” 

There has been no sub- 
stantial contact between 
senior Israeli and Palestin- 
ian officials since con- 
struction work began on 
the settlement site in 
March, sparking a wave of 
violence in the Palestinian 
territories. 

The Palestinians are 
demanding a halt to settle- 
ment building before they 
will return to the negotiat- 
ing table, a condition 
which Israel rejects. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Levy's meeting was the 
first .since they met briefly 
on die sidelines of the 
Euro-Mediterranean con- 
ference in Malta' on April 
lti. That encounter yielded 
little more than- a photo- 
opportunity. 

Tuesday's encounter 
came against a background 
of renewed tension 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians over security 
issues. 


Israeli police chief boycotts 
meeting with PNA official 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel's police 
chief has decided to boy- 
cott a meeting with his 
Palestinian counterpart, 
accused by Israel of order- 
ing attacks against die Jew- 
ish State, officials said on 
Tuesday. 

Assaf Hefetz cancelled 
talks with General Ghazi 
Jabali due to be held this 
week because of “the cur- 
rent circumstances,” said 
spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin. 


Israel accuses Gen. 
Jabali of encouraging sub- 
ordinates to cany out anti- 
Israefi-' attacks, charges 
denied by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

Last week, four Palestin- 
ian police officers suspect- 
ed of taking part in attacks 
against Jewish settlers 
were arrested. 

On Saturday, the PNA 
also arrested Colonel Jihad 
Massimi, head of the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department in the West 


Bank town of Nablus, 
accusing him. of ordering 
three- policemen to attack a 
Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank... 

Relations between the 
Israeli and Palestinian 
police forces have been 
tense since the peace 
process -collapsed in mid- 
March when Mr. 
Netanyahu ordered, the 
start of construction on a 
new Jewish settlement in 
disputed east Jerusalem. 
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Jordan, Israel work in 


unison to combat bugs 


Eilat Municipality responsible for 


sudden increase of insects in Aqaba 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special ia the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel agreed at a meeting 
Tuesday to embark on a 
contingent plan in the com- 
ing week to deal with the 
problem of common flies 
and mosquitoes which have 
been infesting the Jordan 
Valley region. 

The two sides decided 
also co focus their aware- 
ness campaigns for farmers 
on the proper use of poultry 
manure and to coordinate 
joint spraying of pesticides 
and methods for combating 
flies. 

The Jordanian side to the 
meeting was led by Dr. 
Dureid" Mahasneh. secre- 
tary general of the Jordan 
Valley Authority and the 
Israeli delegation was led 
by Ms. Nihama Ronnen, 
director general of the 
Israeli Environment 

Department. The accompa- 
nying delegations com- 
prised of technicians and 


agricultural specialists. 

Following the meeting. 
Dr. Mahasneh told the Jor- 
dan Times that “the Israeli 
delegation has admitted 
that the Eilat Municipality 
was responsible for the sud- 
den increase in the insects, 
flies and mosquitoes in the 
southern Aqaba city and the 
Jordan Valley because of 
the damage that occurred at 
the Eilar Waste Water Treat- 
ment Plant due to a techni- 
cal failure, but a permanent 
solution for the damage 
will not be forthcoming 
before the lapse of at least 
one to one and a half years 
from now." 

‘The two sides discussed 
a long term plan for com- 
bating the insects in the Jor- 
dan Valley which he said 
will take some time to carry 
out and requires external 
sources of finance.” 
according to Dr. Mahasneh 
who noted that the two 
sides agreed to promptly 
embark on a joint study 
which should be finished 


by the end of September. 

Dr. Mahasneh said the 
two sides agreed to intensi- 
fy their future meetings and 
had another meeting of 
experts on ecology sched- 
uled for next week. 

Under the 1994 Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty the two 
sides are to take steps to 
jointly or individually pre- 
vent any harm 'or danger to 
the environment of either 
side, ft also provided for 
joint cooperation along the 
co mm on borders and the 
Jordan River to safeguard 
the local ecology and to 
prevent water pollution to 
water resources and the 
agricultural lands by com- 
bating pests and insects. 

The technical breakdown 
in the Eilat waste water 
treatment plant has caused 
the insects to multiply in a 
dangerous manner in the 
Aqaba and Eilat regions 
prompting the two sides to 
hold emergency meetings 
to deal with the situation. 


Indonesia exports tea to Iraq 


under U.N. oil-for-food deal 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sian companies have 
exported 3,000 tonnes of 
lea to Iraq under a scheme 
to allow Baghdad to import 
food and are confident of 
more sales if the U.N. pro- 
gramme is extended, indus- 
try sources said on Tuesday. 

The sources said the Unit- 
ed Nations had given 
approval for the export of 
4.000 tonnes of Indonesian 
tea. 3.000 tonnes of which 
had been shipped over the 
past two months. The rest 
was expected to be sent in 
early August. 

The exports are estimated 
to be worth between $8 
million and $10 million. 


Iraq has been allowed by 
the United Nations to sell 
$2 billion worth of oil over 
six months and spend the 
proceeds on food and med- 
icine. The United Nations 
must approve all such pur- 
chases. 

The industry sources said 
the companies were await- 
ing U.N. approval for the 
export of another 2.000 
tonnes of tea to Iraq. 

Another industry source 
said another 4,000 tonnes 
of tea had been shipped to 
Iraq through Jordan under 
private deals not covered 
by the U.N. oil-for-food 
deal. 

AH transactions call for 


cash on delivery, sources 
said. 

The Iraqi ambassador to 
Indonesia, Sa’doon J. 
Zubaydi, confirmed that 
Indonesian tea had been 
exported to Iraq, but did not 
have details. 

He said Iraq favoured 
doing business with friend- 
ly countries such as Indone- 
sia. Both countries are pre- 
dominantly Muslim. 

“Our psychological ' 
stature, if you like, is more 
geared towards .countries 
that have been friendly with 
us. Indonesia is one of 
those countries." he told 
Reuters. 


Police detain Egyptian Islamist 


wanted in slaying of Christians 


ASSIUT lAP) — Police 
have detained a Muslim mil- 
itant commander wanted 
since 1992 for slaying 12 
Christian farmers in south- 
ern Egypt, security officials 
said Tuesday. 

The officials said that 
Mohammed Mahmoud 
Zahran. a regional leader of 
the outlawed A1 Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah. or the Islamic 
croup, was taken into cus- 
tody on Monday in the town 
of DairuL 55 kilometres 
north-east of this southern 


city. 

The officials said Zahran 
was being interrogated by 
state security. They spoke on 
customary condition of 
anonymitv. 


The attack on the Chris- 
tians in 1992 was one of the 
worst incidents involving 
the minority since extremists 
launched their campaign of 
violence five years ago to try 
to overthrow Egypt’s secular 
government and replace it 
with strict Islamist rule. 

In the incident, extremists 
gunned down 12 Christian 
villagers near Assiut after a 
rumour spread that a Christ- 
ian was pressuring a Muslim 
to sell his land. A Muslim 
also died in the firing. 

Assiut is 320 kilometres 
south of the capital Cairo. 

Zahran has family connec- 
tions to Sheik Omar Abdul 
Rahman, the spiritual leader 
of the Islamist group who is 


imprisoned in the United 
States for conviction on a 
chaige of conspiring to blow 
up New York landmarks. 

Police said Zahran and 
Abdul Rahman are married 


to sisters. 

The militants from time to 
time have targeted Coptic 
Christians, who make up 
about 1 0 per cent of Egypt's 
60 million people. 

On Feb. 12. extremists 
shot nine Christians to death 
in Mar Girgis Church in the 
village of Al Fiqriya in 
Minya province north of 
Assiut. 

At least 1 . 1 00 people have 
been killed in the extremist 
violence, most of them 
police or radicals. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat (C), Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy (R) and 
Luxembourg's Foreign Minister and current EU Chairman Jacques Poos (L) pose this 
Tuesday afternoon at the European Council Justus Lipsius-building in Brussels, 
where they met for an EU-led political discussion (See story on page 1) (AFP photo) 


Oman, 2nd Gulf state to open 


representative office in Gaza 


MUSCAT (AP) — Oman 
Tuesday announced it 
would open a government 
office in Gaza to improve 
ties with the Palestinians, 
the official Omani news 
agency said. 

Oman will be the second 
Gulf Arab country after 
Qatar to have an office in 
the Palestinian territories. 
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco 
and Tunisia also have rep- 
resentatives iD Gaza, 
where the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 


is now headquartered. 

A statement by Oman's 
foreign ministry said 
Ambassador Salem Ben 
Fakhar Shanfari has been 
appointed to head the 
office, but no date has yet 
been set for its opening, 
the news agency said. 

Unlike in most Arab 
countries. Palestinians 
have no diplomatic repre- 
sentation in Muscat 
In 1 995, Qatar and Oman 
broke with their Gulf allies 
and opened trade links 


with Israel. But plans for 
further expanding ties 
were put on hold amid ris- 
ing Arab-Israeli tensions 
after the election last May 
of hard-line Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Both Qatar and Oman 
have said they will estab- 
lish full diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel only when 
a comprehensive Middle 
East peace settlement is 
reached. 


Christian group condemns 
Saudi execution of Filipinos 


NICOSIA (AFP) — An 
international association for 
persecuted Christians has 
condemned the execution in 
Saudi Arabia, of two Fil- 
ipinos. saying they were sen- 
tenced to death for preaching 
the Christian faith. 

The two men, Ruel Jan da 
and Amel Betran, were 
beheaded by the sword in the 
Saudi capital Riyadh in May 
after being convicted of 
armed robbery, according to 
the Saudi interior ministry. 

But in a statement received 
in Nicosia on Tuesday, 
Netherlands-based group 
Portes Ouvertes quoted a fel- 
low prisoner Donato Lama as 
saying the charges against 
the two Catholics were “false 
and completely fabricated.” 

“According to him. the two 
men. imprisoned since April 
7. 1995. were executed 
because of their Christian 
preaching to other Filipino 
prisoners.” the group said. 

Janda and Bertran conduct- 
ed Bible studies and prayer 
meetings during their deten- 
tion in the Saudi prison. 
Pones Overtes said. 

Lama, a computer techni- 
cian with Saudi Airlines, said 
he himself was arrested after 
police discovered a photo- 
graph of him praying with 
other expatriate Christians 


Ministry tells men to ensure 
women are veiled in public 


JEDDAH (AP) — Men in Saudi Arabia have'a =fesponsi“ 
bflity to ensure that their women relatives are properly 
covered in public, the-information- ministry said-in a state- 
ment published Tuesday. 

‘The ministry of information has advised people to 
ensure that women do not leave their homes without being 
veiled and properly covered.” the Saudi Gazette reported. 

The English language daily quoted the ministry as say- 
ing the directive was addressed to men because they are 
responsible for women in Islamic societies. 

“According to Islamic teachings, the fathers, husbands 
and guardians are responsible for the care of their fami- 
lies. They should not allow their women to go out without 
being veiled." the paper quoted the ministry as saying. 

There was no explanation for why the warning was 
issued now, though some women — especially in large 
cities — have become more casual about how they wear 
their traditional head scarves. 

Women in Saudi Arabia, one of the most conservative 
Muslim nations, generally don't appear in public without 
a black cloak called an “abaya" and a head scarf. Very 
conservative women also wear covers on their faces. , 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


one Christmas day. 

He was freed and returned 
to the Philippines in March 
this year. 

Saudi Arabia strictly 
applies Islamic law. or 
Sharia. It imposes the death 
penalty to those found guilty 
of murder, rape, armed rob- 
bery and drug smuggling. 

They are usually executed 
in public squares after Mus- 
lim prayers on Friday. 


Janda and Bertran were 
convicted of the armed rob- 
bery of a vegetable shop in 
the capital, according to the 
Saudi interior ministry. 

At least 67 people have 
been executed in Saudi Ara- 
bia this year. In 1 996 a total 
of 68 people were executed, 
according to official figures, 
while in 1995. a record 191 
faced the death penalty in the 
kingdom. 


Yemen, EU sign project to curb growth 


SANAA (R) — The European Union (EU) will fu^; 
campaign in Yemen raising awareness of the country's 
burgeoning population and ways to keep birth rates in 
check, the official Al Thawra newspaper said on Tuesday 
“According to an agreement the European Union will 
provide Yemen with about $2 million for the three-year 
project, which seeks to increase media coverage of pop. 
ulation issues," it said. Official figures put Yemen's po£ 
ulation at about 16.7 million with an annual growth rate 
of about 3.S per cent The deal was signed on Monday, 
the paper said. 


Three dead in Turkish forest fire 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s worst forest fire of the year 
was brought under cootrol Tuesday after it killed three 
people, the Anatolia news agency reported. Forest cover- 
ing 60 square kilometres in southern Antalya province, 
350 kilometres south of Ankara, was destroyed in the 
blaze which began Monday for unknown reasons, it said. 
Two villages were evacuated late on Monday when they 
were threatened by the flames. Hundreds of troops joined 
firefighters in efforts to control the blaze. 


186 Kurds seek asylum in Italy 


SYRACUSE (R) — Nearly 200 Kurds who were seized 
off the Sicilian coast last week as they tried to row ashore 
have requested political asylum in Italy, police said on 
Monday. They said the 186 Kurds would be interviewed 
on Tuesday before their request was considered. The 
Kurds were among 350 immigrants from countries across 
Asia who boarded rubber dinghies from a Turkish ship 
off the island’s southeast coast last Thursday. Coast 
guards blocked the dinghies before surrounding the ship 
and escorting it into port where police arrested five Turk- 
ish crew members on charges of trafficking illegal immi- 
grants. The immigrants were being held at a local sports 
centre. 


Bezeq ordered back to work 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A court ordered thousands of 
employees at Israel's state-run Bezeq telephone company 
back to work Tuesday after a week-long strike shut down 
phone lines across the country, including those used by 
the army and Israel's international airport. Workers were 
striking to protest management plans to sell part of the 
company to Merrill Lynch, fearing the sale would lead to 
job cuts and jeopardize workers' rights. During the week- 
long strike, army phone lines went down for hours and 
Ben Gurion International Airport was temporarily with- 
out service, the Yediot Ahronot newspaper said. On Tues- 
day, the Tel Aviv labour court issued a back-to-wotk 
order. Bezeq spokesman Ella Bar-Or said. It wa^ not 
immediately clear if the workers would obey the court 
order. 


Israel, to market Uzj iii IIS. .after 10-year ban 


TEL Ayjy }R] — Israel, has received approval to market 
its Uzi semi-automatic rifle in, the U.S. 'after a i0-year 
ban, an Israeli official said Tuesday. The official, who 
declined to be identified, confirmed a report in the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper that Israel military industries had 
developed a model of the Uzi that fires only single 
rounds and cannot be converted to an automatic weapon. 
The U.S. banned import of automatic weapons in 1987 
after they were used in a rash of crimes, the newspaper 
said. It took IMI and its American subsidiary a year to get 
approval from the U.S. Bureau of alcohol, tobacco aid 
firearms for marketing the Uzi, the report said. 


Algerian army seeks surrender of FIS 
army chief — Al Hayat 


LONDON ( AFP) — The .Algerian army has begun con- 
tacts with the chief of the aimed wing of the outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) to seek his surrender, the 
Arabic language daily Al Hayat reported, citing a high- 
level source. Madam Mezrag, head of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Army (AIS), was approached along with his deputy 
Aissa Lehlih with guarantees of clemency, the London- 
based newspaper reported. Under Algerian law, clemen- 
cy may be granted to those within armed groups whose 
actions have not left anyone dead or maimed, and 
reduced sentences for others. About 1 ,000 fighters have 
received such dispositions, and some have since joined 
community guards or self-defence units in Algeria. Mr. 
Mezrag. 37, is one of Algeria's most wanted men, with 
4.5 million dinars on his head. Rumours that Mr. Mezrag 
might surrender have circulated for several months. 


JORD AN TELEVISION 
Tel. 7731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:05 Neighbours 

16:30 Spell Binder ' 

17:30 Foresis of the world 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Step by Step 

20:00 Soldier's Diary 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Spencer For Hire 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land's End 

23:15 American Gothic 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:09 Fajr 

05:40 ( Sunrise )Duha 

L2:42 Dhuhr 

16:23 ‘Asr 

19:44 Maghreb 

21:15 -kha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel 622366 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International 
Church Tel. 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 33. Aqaba 40 Humid- 
ity readings; Amman 31 per 
cenL Aqaba 28 per ccnL 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly with winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Amman 19/30 

Aqaba 26/39 

Deserts 1 7/34 

Jordan Valley 24/37 


Dr. Mazen Nbali 

Dr. Fakher Bilbeisi 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul ... 

Dr. Fayes D abbas 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .. 

Al Asema pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy ., 
Yacoub pharmacy ..... 
Shmeisani pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 

AJ Quds pharmacy ... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Safarini 

Kbalifeh pharmacy ... 


.830435 

5522233 

898140 

...759155 

661912 

890280 

.637055 

636730 

644945 

637660 

..623672 

.847632 


..281484 
(— ) 


..985832 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civil Defence Emergencyl99 
Rescue Police 192. 62111], 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bonk ...... ,...775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Sccuritv Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66110! 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Centre 


Hussein Medical 
8138 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636 140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AI-Muasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajneen777 1 0 1/3 

Ai-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marita 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..S65I99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital) 09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(.02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia international Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always he verified, 
information on other flights 
arc supplied on 'phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

FUgbts 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 Laranca(RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 New York. Amsterdam 

(RJ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

17:40 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

18:40... Brussels. Geneva tRJ) 

19:05 Rome (RJ) 


19:10 ...Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ/ 

19:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

00:15 JJeinit (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo t RJ ) 

04:25 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 
11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Al'Arish (PF) 

13:10 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Algiers (AH) 

16:30 Dubai (EK) 

17:00 Doha (QR) 

19:30 Isuinbul. Damascus (PK) 

20:40 London (GA) 

21:10 Beimt(ME) 

21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

05:15 Ankara (TK) 

07:50 Arasterdam(GA) 

DEPARTURES 

07:00 Lainaca(RJ) 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 


10:50 .Rome (RJ) 

11:45 Beriin. London (RJ) 

12:45 .Istanbul (RJ) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo tRJ) 

21.-10 ..Riyadh, Dbahraa (RJ) 

21:10 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain (RJ) 

21:50 Bombay (RJ) 

22:05 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

23:45 -...Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:50 Lamaca (CY) 

08:45 ...._ -..Beirut (ME) 

08:50 Amsterdam (GA) 

09 :25 -London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
12:00... Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 

13:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 M ‘Arish (PF) 

14:00 .Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

15:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 .Sbariqah (AH) 

17:45 Dubai (EK) 

17:50 Doha(QR) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

21:40 Denpasar (GA) 

23:55 .. Damascus. Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus. AtaSeriam(KL) 

00:25 -Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 
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receives message from Indian prime minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday received a written 
message from Indian Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar 
Gugerai regarding Jordan- , 
ian-Indian cooperation in 
economic fields. 

The message, delivered to 
the King and HRH Crown 
Prince Hfcssan by visiimg 
Indian Minister of Cbems- 
cals and Fertilisers, M. 

A nipnrwhitlnm e nptjnnq an 

invitation to visit India. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salara Majali, Chief 6f the 
Royal Court Awn" Kha- 
sawnch. Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad Anani and 
Indian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Gajanan Wakankar. 

Mr. AnmnachaJam had 
earlier met with the prime 
minister to deliver a sepa- 
rate message from the Indi- 
an premier. 

He also covered Jordan- 



His Majesty King Hussein and HRH Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday meet with visit- 
ing Indian Minister of Chemicals and Fertilisers M. Anmnachalam to discuss Jor- 
danian-Indbui cooperation (Petra photo) 


ian-Indian cooperation in 
chemicals and the fertilis- 
ers industry with Dr. 
Majali. 

Mr. Anranachalam 
voiced his counoy's appre- 
ciation of Jordanian efforts 
in the peace process and 


stressed his country's readi- 
ness to cooperate with Jor- 
dan in the fertiliser indus- 
try. 

The Indian minister, who 
is leading a three-member 
delegation on a visit to the 
Kingdom. Monday attend- 


ed a ceremony in southern 
Jordan for the inauguration 
of a SI 70 million phos- 
phoric add plant. The 
plant’s annual production 
of over 224,000 tonnes of 
phosphoric add will be 
exported to Indian markets. 


Hebron University signs agreement with RSS 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Scientific Soriety 
(RSS) and Hebron Univer- 
sity have signed a coopera- 
tion agreement in the field 
of olive mills wastewater 
treatment, an RSS state- 
ment said. 

The agreement aims at the 
cransferraJ of RSS Environ- 
mental Research Centre 
(ERC) technology and 
expertise to the university. 

Olive oil mills in the 
Palestinian autonomous 
areas presently number 


over 300, which causes 
continuous deterioration of 
the quality of surface and 
ground water, according to 
the statement. 

Based on the agreement, 
Hebron University 

researchers will receive 
training at the society on 
wastewater treatment meth- 
ods, laboratory techniques 
and experimental field 
work. 

RSS researchers, in turn, 
will assist Palestinian 
researchers in assessing the 


present situation in the 
Palestinian territories and 
in installing a pilot treat- 
ment unit in Hebron. 

The agreement also 
entails identifying cost- 
effective alternatives for the 
treatment of olive mills 
wastewater in these territo- 
ries, the statement said. 

This agreement is 

financed by the 

International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) of 
Panada with [he purpose of 
disseminating acquired 


expertise and knowledge in 
the Middle East. 

Since 1993, the ERC has 
conducted pioneering 
research on olive mills 
wastewater treatment in 
Jordan, according to the 
statement 

The project involved, in 
addition to laboratory stud- 
ies, the construction of a 
pilot plant at the premises 
of an olive oil mill in Salt to 
study feasible alternatives 
for treatment of olive mills 
wastewater. 


Conference to cover translation, literature 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The English 
Department at the University of Jor- 
dan is preparing for “the first 
international conference on Arabic - 
English contrastive and comparative 
studies ” a university statement said. 

The conference, to be held at the 
University of Jordan, between August 
23 and 27, will focus on three main 
areas: a) Arabic and Western litera- 
ture: a cross cultural approach, b) 
Arabic and English contrastive and 
imerlanguage studies: state of the art 


and c) The teaching of translation: 
academia vs. professionalism. 

Approximately 130 participants- 
from Jordan, Palestine, the Arab 
World, and several other countries 
will take part in the various sessions, 
and about 1 10 studies related to the 
above mentioned categories will be 
presented, according to the statement 

“In addition to the papers to be pre- 
sented and the fruitful discussions 
which will take place,” Chairman of 
the Department of English and of the 


Conference Committee Professor 
Lewis Muqattash said, “we hope to 
convince participants of the impor- 
tance of forming an association for 
specialists in English language, litera- 
ture, and translation at Arab 
universities whose job is to turn this 
first-time conference into an annual 
event and think of ways of fostering 
and upgrading the teaching of the 
three disciplines at all Arab 
universities" the statement conclud- 
ed. 


Cabinet names committee to study U.N. compensation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday named a 
ministerial committee to 
study UN. compensation 
for Jordanians who were 
forced to abandon their 
homes and businesses as a 
result of the Gulf war. 

The committee." to be 
chaired by Deputy Prime 
Minister for Services and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensourand groups the min- 
isters of foreign affairs, 
Awqaf and Islamic affairs, 
justice, finance and labour, 
will construct a mechanism 
to ensure that eligible per- 
sons receive their due com- 
pensation. 

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneb 
detailed the kind of com- 


pensation to be allotted to 
individuals and companies 
by the U.N. committee. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing and acting 
Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Naser Lawzi 
told the press that the com- 
mittee will convene Thurs- 
day to develop a pro- 
gramme regarding issues 
pertaining to the awaited 
compensation. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali summarised 
developments of his recent 
visii to the Palestinian self- 
rule areas as well as his 
meetings with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
the peace process. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Develop- 
ment Affairs Jawad Anani 


reported on the outcome of 
a visit by a Jordanian dele- 
gation to the European 
Commission in Brussels in 
which it discussed ihe con- 
clusion of a partnership 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

According to Mr. Lawzi, 
the two sides are expected 
to procure solutions for all 
outstanding issues in order 
to finalise the agreement, 
following an EU foreign 
ministers meeting sched- 
uled for September. 

Jordan may receive EU 
technical assistance as well 
as financial aid, similar to 
that given to the Kingdom 
by the United States 
through a peace fund, he 
said. 

In reply to questions 


posed by journalists regard- 
ing Lhe prospect of the gov- 
ernment holding a dialogue 
with the Muslim Brother- 
hood to discuss the latter’s 
recent decision to boycott 
this year's elections. Mr. 
Lawzi a>sened that the gov- 
ernment is amenable to dia- 
logue with all political 
groups. 

There may well be a 
meeting between the prime 
minister and Broiherhood 
leaders but no fixed date 
has yet been set. he added. 

Concerning exports to the 
Palestinian self-rule areas, 
the minister confirmed tri- 
partite meetings grouping 
Jordan. Palestine and Israel 
to resohe the situation. 


Jerash festival kicks off tonight 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Subsequent to 
centuries of invasions, earth- 
quakes, disintegration of its 
precious stones, the Jerash 
North Theatre will ring with 
music and dancing once 
again as the Jerash Festival 
for Culture and An kicks off 
tonight. 

Transylvanian folkloric 
dancing, Tchaikovsky's 
"Sleeping Beauty,” and 
orchestral music, from all 
over the world, will be per- 
formed in the ancient mins of 
the theatre for the first time 
in over 2,000 years. 

Once buried seven metres 
underground, a team of 
international archaeologists 
began scouring tbe city’s 
r uins in 1925, uncovering the 
history and beauty of tbe rav- 
aged theatre. 

Archaeologists agree the 
theatre was inaugurated for 
musical performances in 164 
A.D., holding poetry ^read- 
ings. town meetings, and 
modest performances during 
the golden age of the Roman 
Empire. 

Excavations revealed a par- 
tially eroded inscription 
bearing the name of Empress 
Julia Mamaea and her son. 
Emperor Sevnis Alexander, 
who reigned over the eastern 
Roman province from 222 
A.D. to 235 A_D. before his 
Hp-ath in a military coup. 

Emperor Constantine I 


converted to Christianity in 
333 CE, and the age of the 
Byzantines began. 

As Christianity flourished, 
churches and chapels were 
constructed throughout Jor- 
dan. 

'The Byzantine era 
brought about the initial 
deterioration of tbe North 
and South theatres as citizens 
focused on church building, 
leaving the theatres to crum- 
ble," Head of Jerash Excava- 
tions at the Ministry of 
Antiquities Abdul Majeed 
Mujely told the Jordan 
Times. 

As Arab tribes strength- 
ened and Prophet 
Mohammed spread the faith 
of Islam, the Byzantines 
began to lose control over 
Jordan, Syria and Palestine. 

Muslim armies entered the 
Transjordan highlands and 
won the final battle against 
the Byzantines along the 
banks of the Yarmouk river 
63 6 CE, forcing Byzantine 
troops to retreat to Anatolia. 

By the seventh century CE. 
tbe North Theatre was in a 
sad state of affairs, used as an 
industrial complex for pot- 
tery production. 

“A series of devastating 
earthquakes throughout the 
early and mid-eighth century 
was the final blow for the 
theatre” according to archae- 
ological expert Rami Khouri. 

As half-buried stones 
crumbled and intricate mar- 
ble was destroyed, the the- 


atre was rediscovered by 
German scholar Ulrich Seet- 
zen in 1806. prompting many 
international archaeologists 
to begin excavation projects. 

The Jerash National Pro- 
ject brought a team of Amer- 
ican, Australian, and British 
archaeologists together in 
1982 to begin extensive 
excavations and renovations. 

Now monitored by the 
Ministry of Antiquities, the 
beauty of the North Theatre 
has been restored in what Mr. 
Mujely described as its orig- 
inal state. 

“We are witnessing more 
activities, groups, and an 
awareness of the antiquities 
— people are gradually 
appreciating Jerash," Mr. 
Mujely said. 

The North Theatre can seat 
as many as 2.000 people for 
musical and dance festival 
performances. 

The first music to break 
these past centuries of 
silence will be the French 
Orchestra de Jeunes de la 
Mediterranean this Friday. 

The dancing groups 
Chilean Bafoehi and Russian 
OMSK Ballet will perform 
in the theatre as will orches- 
tras from Canada, Poland, 
and the European Union. 

A full programme is avail- 
able at various hotels, tourist 
agencies, and at the Haya 
Cultural Centre in 
Shme isani . 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Performance of Jordan- 
ian folkloric songs at the 
South Theatre at 8:30 p.m. 

* Display of handicrafts 
and sculptures at tbe 
Columns Street and Zeus 
VaulL 

♦Performances by local, 
Arab and foreign bands at 
the main square. 

CONCERT 

♦Musical performance 
by Baghdad Group at 
Darat A1 Fun urn. Jabal 
Weibdeh at 7:30 p.m. 

LECTURE 

♦"Wadi Ramm Recovery 
Project” by Denine Dud- 
ley, Vicki Karas and Bar- 
bara Reeves at the Ameri- 
can Center of : Oriental 
Research (Tel. 846-1 17) at 
7:00 pan. 

FTLM 

♦"Play days on the 
Move” at the British 
Council. Jabal Amman at 

5.00 p-in. 
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1997 ‘Progress of Nations’ report inaugurated in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe 
United Nat ions Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) yesterday 
launched its 1997 Progress of 
Nations report 

The following is Her Majesty 
Queen Noor's statement : 

We launch today 
UNTCEFs “1997 Progress of 
Nations” report, one of 
UNICEF s three flagship 
publications, which high- 
lights children’s rights to sur- 
vival, development, protec- 
tion and participation — the 
four cornerstones of the Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

Each year, by charting the 
progress achieved since the 
1 990 World Summit for Chil- 
dren, the “Progress of 
Nations" reminds govern- 
ments and the world commu- 
nity that the rights and needs 
of children must remain an 
international development 
priority. 

This year’s report outlines 
many notable developments 
in child health, nutrition, 
education and children's 
rights throughout the world 
but also highlights six major 
areas of concern: The quality 
of basic education; people's 
access to hygienic sanitation; 
the effect of AIDS on child 
death rates; violence against 
women and girls; juvenile 
justice; and the protection of 
breast-feeding from unethi- 
cal practices to market, infant 
formula. 

Today, 14?) milli on children 
are not in school and almost 
one billion adults, two-thirds 
of them women, are illiterate. 
While access to safe water is 
increasing, almost half the 
world's population — nearly 
three billion individuals — 
do not have access to decent 
latrines. 

Despite an impressive 


decline in mortality rates 
among children under five, 

1.000 children around the 
world die from AIDS every 
day. 

In many countries, legal 
systems offer no special pro- 
tection to young people who 
face harsh punishments when 
they come in conflict with 
the law. 

While the redaction of for- 
mula feeding and improved 
breast-feeding practices 
could save an estimated 1.5 
milli on children each year, 
the 1997 report lists only 16 
countries which have 
achieved full compliance 
with the code of baby formu- 
la marketing. 

I hope particular att ention 
will be paid to UNICEF’s 
statement that increasing vio- 
lence against women and 
girls is “the most pervasive 
violation of human rights in 
the world today ” . 

Every year in India nearly 

5.000 women are killed for 
dowries; in the Middle East 
and Latin America women 
are murdered in “crimes of 
honour;" and every nine sec- 
onds ih the United States, a 
w oman is the victim of phys- 
ical abuse due to domestic 
violence. 

On behalf of the govern- 
ment and people of Jord an, I 
would like to thank UNICEF 
for its ongoing active com- 
mitment to address these 
challenges and its steadfast 
efforts to promote a global 
ethic that gives priority to 
children and women. 

With UNICEF's help, 80 
per cent of tbe world’s chil- 
dren have been immunised 
against six child hood killer 
diseases, child death rates 
have been halved, and since 
1960, 20 million deaths have 
been averted. 

With die commitment and 
support of the Jordanian fam- 


ily, government, non-govern- 
mental organisations and 
international agencies. Jor- 
dan’s current immunisation 
rates for polio and measles 
are over 90 per cent, iodised 
salt consumption is 75 per 
cent, 98 per cent of the popu- 
lation has access to safe 
water and 77 per cent to ade- 
quate sanitation, net basic 
school enrolment rates are 92 
per cent (of whom 78 per 
cent reach grade five) and 
only 9 per cent of births are 
underweight. 

AD are significant achieve- 
ments within our region and 
in the context of global 
development 

Breast-feeding is initiated 
immediately after birth by 94 
per cent of mothers, though 
unfortunately many discon- 
tinue well before the recom- 
mended six months. This 
year two of our largest public 
hospitals, A1 Bashir Hospital 
in Amman and Badi’a Hospi- 
tal in lihid, were certified as 
baby-friendly and I very 
much hope that the number 
will increase. 

Although in December 
1996, the Ministry of Health 
requested the banning of all 
forms of breast milk substi- 
tutes, close monitoring and 
compliance remain lax and 
several steps are still needed 
to ensure that the 
international code is adopted. 

The National Task Force 
for Children (NTFC), a 
national coalition of dedicat- 
ed individuals, private sector, 
government, NGOs and 
international agencies con- 
cerned with children, was 
established in 1995 to coor- 
dinate national efforts for 
children and promote the 
implementation of both Arab 
and international conventions 
on the rights of the child and 
the Jordanian Plan of Action. 
The NTFC has developed a 


national research centre that 
gathers information, identi- 
fies unmet needs and sug- 
gests innovative programmes 
to better protect the needs 
and rights of children in Jor- 
dan. 

The NTFC is currently 
reviewing and re-drafting the 
“Childhood Act,” a compre- 
hensive law for the protec- 
tion of children based on the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, which was ratified 
in May 1991. 

Children's rights lie at the 
core of human rights for the 
21st century and, as a unique 
representative of the aspira- 
tions of the world's children, 
UNICEF continues to suc- 
cessfully promote the imple- 
mentation of the rights of the 
child from universal accep- 
tance to universal obser- 
vance. 

As we gather here to 
launch the 1997 Progress 'of 
Nations report, we celebrate 
what we have achieved for 
our children but, more 
importantly, we continue to 
identify tbe challenges that 
lie before us in implementing 
child rights and addressing 
gender equitable h uman 
development — challenges 
that we all must shoulder 
together. 

The following is a state- 
ment given by UNICEF Rep- 
resentative to Jordan Dorrit 
Alopaeus-Stahi 

Your Majesty, excellencies, 
children (from the 17th Arab 
Children’s Congress, invited 
to attend the event) and other 
partners in development, 
friends of all ages here today, 
allow me to introduce to all 
of you the 1997 report on the 
Progress of Nations. 

Progress of Nations is 
about sustainable human 
development. 


Id this time of major and 
welcome United Nations 
reforms I find it appropriate 
to rely on UNICEF s sister 
agency, the United Nations 
Development Programme, 
who identified this develop- 
ment, and I quote: 

“Sustainable hu man devel- 
opment is development that 
not only generates economic 
growth but distributes bene- 
fits equitably; that regener- 
ates the environment rather 
than destroying in that 
empowers people rather than 
marginalising them. It gives 
priority to the poor, enlarging 
their choices and opportuni- 
ties, and provides for their 
participation in decisions 
affecting them. It is develop- 
ment that is pro-poor, pro- 
nature, pro-jobs, pro-women 
and pro-children." 

The annual UNICEF publi- 
cation on the Progress of 
Nations therefore ranks the 
nations of the world accord- 
ing to their achievements in 
child health, nutrition, educa- 
tion, water and sanitation, 
and progress of women. 

In 1997, die Progress of 
Nations report carries both 
good news and bad, as Carol 
Bellam y, Ex ecutive Director 
of UNICEF, says in her fore- 
word. In the Jordanian con- 
text this translates into 
impressive advances in child 
health and survival, in chil- 
dren’s nutrition, including 
microuutients, in the almost 
universal care to mothers at 
delivery, in very high enrol- 
ment rates in schools for both 
boys and girls, in the diligent 
work for the well-being of 
children and women based 
on national plans and with 
emerging mechanisms for 
die empowerment of both. 

Thus: 

Jordan ranks among the 
first in access to safe water 
and adequate sanitation and 


is in tbe forefront when it 
comes to immunisation cov- 
erage (well over 90 per cent) 
and also in effectively 
addressing micro-nutrient 
deficiencies, including uni- 
versal salt iodisation; Jor- 
dan’s net school enrolment 
rate in the basic cycle is 
above 90 per cent for both 
girls and boys; and non-gov- 
ernmental members of a 
coalition, including the many 
fora for the advancement of 
women. 

But there are gaps and 
problems remaining, high- 
lighted in tbe Progress of 
Nations report. : 

In Jordan, we' also know 
that: 

• acute respiratory infec- 
tion is still a major killer of 
children: 

•too many women die 
because of insufficient care, 
particularly after delivery; 

■ too many babies are still 
deprived of tbe physical and 
emotional benefits of sus- 
tained breastfeeding; 

• too few children are 
reached with those precious 
early childhood development 
activities; 

• too many students have 
difficulties in placing them- 
selves high in learning 
achievement tests; 

• too many young persons 
have difficulties in finding 
themselves a job after educa- 
tion; 

• too tittle support and ser- 
vices still reach those with a 
disability, and their families; 

• although few in number, 
25 per cent of those infected 
with HIV are under 19 years 
of age; 

• the judicial system for 
children who come in con- 
flict with tbe law, is not yet 
structured to cater to their 
special needs of protection; 

• the quickly urbanising 
society has yet to take deci- 


sive steps towards "healthy 
cities — healthy children” 
with safe playgrounds and 
other special considerations 
given to children; 

•too much ignorance, 
silence and inaction surround 
the tragedy that lies in every 
single case of child abuse and 
violence against children and 
women. 

It is not the number, per se, 
because the known numbers 
of abuse and violence against 
women and children in Jor- 
dan are fortunately compara- 
tively low. which compel me 
to highlight this last tragedy 
focused on in the Progress of 
Nations report. 

But it is because we. in Jor- 
dan and in UNICEF, have 
found that the tragedy does 
hit Jordanian children and 
women even today. 

We have the duty and the 
possibility to address the 
concept and trauma of vio- 
lence wherever it occurs in 
order to end the violence and 
help victims restore their dig- 
nity as members of their fam- 
ilies and contributors to the 
development of their nation. 

The Progress of Nation 
1997 identifies violence 
against women and girls as 
“a construct of power and a 
means of maintaining the sta- 
tus quo.” 

“Gender violence is also a 
major health and develop- 
ment issue, with powerful 
implications for coming gen- 
erations as in society in gen- 
eral. Eliminating this vio- 
lence is essential to con- 
structing the paradigm of 
human security.” 

There are, says the report, 
“compelling reasons why the 
issue cries out for urgent and 
fervent public attention ” 

"... domestic violence 
reaches menacingly into, the 
next generation. Children of 
violent fathers are often 


physically abused alongside 
with their mothers. In addi- 
tion. studies show that chil- 
dren of violent parents are 
more apt not only to repeat 
that behaviour with their own 
offspring, but to commit vio- 
lent acts in the larger soci- 
ety." 

“... if the systematic 
oppression of women and 
girls is tolerated widely at the 
familial level, society at large 
will be shaped accordingly." 

it is a matter of public 
health. Violence debilitates 
women and girls physically, 
psychologically and socially, 
sometimes with lifelong 
results." 

”... family violence affects 
the healthy development and 
productivity of all societies... 
women's aspirations and 
achievements are powerfully 
inhibited, not just by injuries 
of physical attacks but by the 
implicit threat of male vio- 
lence.” 

By exposing the intolera- 
ble, a publication like the 
Progress of Nations report is 
a contribution to ending it, 
taking a step towards con- 
structing the precious para- 
digm of human security. 

By intensifying our joint 
efforts in the way the pro- 
grammes of cooperation 
between UNICEF and our 
Joitianian partners are evolv- 
ing, with studies, discus- 
sions, actions within the 
well-known sectors such as 
education and health, as well 
as on increasingly pressing 
concerns regarding human 
dignity and protection from 
abuse and violence, we can 
in our Dim help ensure the 
same paradigm and achieve 
real, sustainable human 
development in Jordan. 
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KABUL (AFP) — A grow- 
ing tide of civilians were 
fleeing towns north of the 
Afghan capital as fierce bat- 
tles raged between Taleban 
and rival forces, with anti- 
Taleban fighters claiming 
gains around a key district 
center. 

Residents streaming south 
from the battle zone report- 
ed an overnight attack by 
fighters loyal to anti-Tale- 
ban strongman Ahmed Shah 
Masood on the town of 
Qarabagh, 50 kilometres 
north of here. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Masood claimed a Taleban 
defence line north of Qara- 
bagh has been broken, with 
ex-government fighters ad- 
vancing to the northern 
edge of the key district cen- 
tre' 

*The Taleban had estab- 
lished a defence line around 
Qarabagh which we broke 
today/’ Afidullah told AFP 
by satellite telephone. 

The main road leading 


south from the frontline was 
lined with at least one thou- 
sand local villagers evacuat- 
ing the battle zone carrying 
whatever possessions tfaey- 
could manage in the sum- 
mer heat- 

By midday Tuesday, the 
frontlines were booming 
with the sound of artillery 
exchanges, as the beligerent 
factions pounded each 
other’s positions. But Mr. 
Abdudlah said there was 
veiy- little, infantry move- 
ment. ■ - • • . 

“Tjie Taleban are putting 
up very little resistance. . 
except for Pakistanis and 
Arabs," ML Abdullah ad- 
ded, reitering the cjaimjhat 
Taleban ranks arc -flasb-witb- 
foreign Islamic mercenaries. 

The claims could not be 
independently confirmed, 
as reporters attempting to 
reach the frontline were 
blocked by highly tense Ta- 
leban at a post 19 kilome- 
tres south of Qarabagh. 
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Abkhazians defy 
over U.N. force 



SUKHUMI 00 — The 
leader of the breakaway 
Georgian region of Abkha- 
zia Monday rejected a call 
by the Georgian govern- 
ment for U.N. peacekeepers 
to be deployed in the region 
and warned his forces were 
ready to repel any attack. 

"The Georgians can pro- 
pose (an international force) 
as much as they like, but we 
will reject this idea." 
Abkhaz leader Vladislav 
Adizinba told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze, cur- 
rently in the United States, 
is trying to drum up Wes- 
tern support for an interna- 
tional peacekeeping force 
for Abkhazia to comple- 
ment or replace a Russian 
force currently patrolling a 
buffer zone. 

He was scheduled to meet 
U-N. Secretary General Ko- 
fi Annan Monday to ad- 
vance his porposal for a 
“multinational, wide-scale" 
peacekeeping mission for 
the region. 

On Friday, the former 
Soviet foreign minister told 
reporters after talks with 
U.S. President Bill G inton 
that the United States would 
“actively participate" in a 
broader approach to reach- 
ing a peaceful end to the 
trouble in Abkhazia. 

A new round of U.N.- 
sponsored peace talks is due 
to start this week in Geneva. 

Russia has 1,500 peace- 
keepers in a buffer zone 
along the de facto frontier 
between Georgia and Ab- 


khazia. Their mandate ex- 
pires on July '31. Georgia 
says they must leave after 
that if they do not agree to 
do more, including policing 
a wider zone and helping 
ethnic Georgian refugees 
from Abkhazia to resettle. 

So far the Russians have 
refused, saying the Abkhaz 
should also agree to the new 
mandate. The Abkhaz are 
bitterly opposed. 

“There will be no replace- 
ment for the Russians if 
they leave." Ardzinba said 
Monday, adding that the 
idea of an international 
force on his territory was an 
attempt by the Tbilisi gov- 
ernment to use foreign 
states to do its bidding. 

“Georgia wants to use the 
world community to do to 
us what they could not do 
during the war.” he said. 

Many observers fear that 
the departure of the Rus- 
sians could mean a renewal 
of the bitter 1992-1993 con- 
flict between Georgia and 
Abkhazia which claimed at 
least 10,000 lives. 

“The Georgians should be 
more interested in the pres- 
ence of the Russians than 
anyone. They should under- 
stand that one spark could 
restart the war,” Mr. Ardzin- 
ba said. 

He said about 50,000 eth- 
nic Georgians who live in 
the so-called security zone 
policed by the ^Russians 
woiild likely feel compelled 
to flee their homes if the 
peacekeepers left. 

“These people in the zone 
could again become refu- 
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Australia under fire from 
nations over critical report 








SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia came under fire from 
South Pacific nations Tues- 
day over the disclosure of a 
report highly critical of is: 
land leaders. 

“We thought Australia 
was our friend and mentor, 
but now we must re-exam- 
ine this friendship in light of 
this latest development.” 
said Marshall Islands Ac- 
ting President and Finance 
Minister Ruben Zackhras in 
a statement. The 93-page 
top-secret report, which re- 
ferred to some Pacific lead- 
ers as incompetent and cor- 
rupt, was obtained by a 
journalist at a meeting of 
economics ministers from 
the 16-nation Pacific Forum 
in Cairns this month. 

Fiji’s Prime Minister Siti- 
veni Rabuka said the way in 
which the report was made 
was a show of disrespect. , 

The Marshalls, current 
Forum chairman, said the 
ument “has created 
:k and dismay among 
m countries and has 
erely damaged Austra- 
s standing in the Forum 
mm unity.” 

Zackhras’ statement 
d the government has 
ed the document con- 
many “disparaiging 
slurs" about island leaders. 


the 


including the countiy’s late 
President Amata Kabua. 

“As a member of 
Forum, and while suppos- 
edly being in a friendly and 
cooperative partnership, the 
Australian government has 
allowed the- prejudice and 
intolerance on die part of 
some of its senior officials 
to come to the fore." Mr, 
Zackhras said. 

“We have our own Forum, 
we have our own way of 
talking to them and for that 
report to be made the way it 
was, I believe, is a show of 
disrespect." Mr. Rabuka 
told the Fiji Times. 

There were suggestions in 
Australia that die report 
could be discussed at a 
Forum summit meeting 
scheduled for Rarotonga, 
Cook Islands, in September. 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard has yet to 
decide whether he would 
attend the Rarotonga meet- 
ing. his spokesman said. 

After last year’s summit 
in the Marshall Islands, Mr. 
Howard indicated he did not 
feel it was necessary to 
attend the Forum on an 
annual basis. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tim Fischer, who could be 
expected to go if howard 
did not attend, criticised the 
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Two of the four suspects held on federal charges in connection with the forced servitude of dozens of Mexicans are 
escorted to a court appearance in New York Monday. The man at right, wearing a white T-shirt, is Alfredo 
Rustrian-Paoletti, 37. The woman in the pink shirt has been identified as Rosa Beltran-Sanchez or Refugio 
GonzaJez-Santa. They are charged with smuggling, harbouring and transporting illegal immigrants (Renter photo) 

Mexico says deaf-mutes were free to leave New York 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Me- 
xican officials Monday dis- 
puted claims by New York 
police that dozens of Me- 
xican deaf-mutes they res- 
cued had been held in alle- 
gedly slavelike conditions, 
and said the immigrants 
could have left anytime. 

Enrique Loaeza Tovar. 
Mexico’s chief of consular 
affairs, told a news confer- 
ence that some of the res- 
cued deaf-mutes had been 
in recent contact with Mexi- 
can consular officials in 
New York and reported no- 
thing of the “bondage and 
virtual slavery" described 
by New York Mayor Ru- 
dolph Giuliani. 

“They were there on there 
own initiative, voluntarily, 
and apparently were not 
constrained or obliged to 
stay.” Mr. Loaeza said. 

Despite the sharp differ- 
ences between the official 
Mexican and New York ac- 
counts, he said Mexican au- 


thorities were “following 
the investigation step by 
step; minute* by minute.” 

New York police arrested 
seven people and were 
searching for a suspected 
leader of a ring that alleged- 
ly recruited deaf-mutes 
from Mexico to go to the 
United States, where they 
were forced into servitude, 
selling trinkets on subways 
and turning over nearly all 
their cash to the ringleaders. 

Four people were ar- 
raigned in New York Mon- 
day. charged in a conspiracy 
to bring, transport and con- 
ceal illegal aliens. 

New York officials report- 
ed freeing 57 mostly deaf 
Mexicans, including 12 
children, from two crowded 
and squalid apartments in 
the borough of Queens Sa- 
turday. 

Mexico Monday said 62 
Mexicans were involved, 
and 10 of them were chil- 
dren. 


The ring was exposed 
Friday when two deaf mutes 
walked into a police pre- 
cinct with notes detailing 
their plight. 

The accounts continued to 
send shockwaves through- 
out Mexico Monday, draw- 
ing outrage from politicians 
and ordinary citizens de- 
spite the varying accounts. 

New York police said they 
were searching for the al- 
leged ringleader, identified 
as Reinaldo Paolem. Four 
other members of the Pao- 
letti family were arrested. 

Family members of one 
suspected Paoletti victim, 
22-year-old deaf-mute Is- 
mael Santiago Garcia, said 
he was persuaded by a Pao- 
letti to travel to the United 
States and misted die man 
as an honest benefactor. The 
Paoletti they knew appeared 
to be deaf, which increased 
their confidence. 

The mother. Juana Ofelia 
Garcia, said she lost contact 


with her son last December, 
when he sent her pictures of 
a trip to the Statue of Liber- 
ty 

“I have lived in anguish 
not knowing about my sou," 
she told Reuters from her 
modest home in a working- 
class Mexico City suburb. 
“I’m leaving everything to 
God.” 

The founder and director 
of a Mexico City school for 
the deaf, Jose Badillo 
Huerta, said he knew one of 
the suspects, Adriana Pao- 
letti Lemus, and that she 
was hard of hearing. 

He said he was not sure if 
she had been part of a 
recruitment ring, but be 
noted that the deaf in Mexi- 
co were easy prey for 
schemers. Many are illiter- 
ate and discriminated 
against, he said, and women 
are sometimes forced into 
prostitution. 


Taylor keeps lead as rival softens fraud stance 


MONROVIA (AFP) — 
Former warlord Charles 
Taylor maintained a clear 
lead late Monday in Libe- 
ria's presidential elections, 
as uniting candidate Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf softened 
her allegations of electoral 
fraud. 

A host of international 
observers from the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(OAU) and the Carter 
Centre declared Saturday's 
polls to be free, fair and 
peaceful. 

When results of 45 per 
cent of votes cast were 
released Monday nighuMr. . 
Taylor's National Patriotic 
Party won 65.38 per cent of 
the 261.533 votes tabulated 
so far. according to the 
Independent Elections 
Commission (TECOM). 
Trailing considerably with 
15.78 per cent of tabulated 
votes was the Unity Party of 
Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf. None 
of the 1 1 other parties con- 
testing the poll won more 
than four per cent of voles 
tabulated so far. The en- 
dorsement from the poll 
monitors came the day idler 
Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf made 
serjous allegations of elec- 
toral fraud, implicating for- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter in “the hanky- 
panky.” a charge Mr. Carter 


denied. 

On Sunday evening, as 
Mr. Taylor emerged with a 
clear lead. Ms. Johnson- 
Sirleaf alleged that wide- 
spread malpractice by ECO- 
MOG. the West African 
peacekeeping force de- 
ployed in Liberia, rendered 
the vote fraudulent. But in 
comments to the press Mon- 
day. as Mr. Taylor consoli- 
dated his lead and observers 
deemed the poll free and 
fair, the former finance min- 
ister dropped her allegations 
and said she needed more 
time to confer with her par- 
ty agents. 

“Once.we.have the major-, 
ity of our reports in and we 
feel that we understand the 
situation we will be in a bet- 
ter position to be able to 
take a definitive position on 
our acceptance or our rejec- 
tion of the election results," 
said Ms. Johnson-Sirleaf. 
“Should it come to us be- 
coming an opposition party 
in this country, we must 
remain a strong and con- 
structive opposition that is 
working towards helping 
our people return to normal 
lives (...) to start the process 
of development (...) recon- 
ciliation and economic 
reconstruction." she said. 
Mr. Career said in a state- 
ment on behalf of the centre 
he set up in Atlanta in 1 982: 


“In the face of tremendous 
challenges the Liberian peo- 
ple have conducted a peace- 
ful and orderly election, and 
turned out in very high 
numbers to vote, and collec- 
tion and reporting of returns 
should lead to an accurate 
count." 

At a press conference 
later, he spoke of a “remark- 
ably successful election 
process.” and said there was 
no reason to doubt that the 
final tally of votes “would 
be completely honest and 
accurate." 

The statement and Mr. 
Carter’s remarks were en- 
. dorsed by representatives of 
the EU and the Organisation 
of African Unity 

Former U.S. Senator Paul 
Simon, a member of the 
Career Centre delegation, 
said the presidential and 
legislative polls, the first 
since 1985, were “a remark- 
able feat you have achieved 
under very difficult circum- 
stances.” 

“I go away cautiously 
optimistic, hopeful for the 
future of Liberia.” he said of 
the small West African 
country brought to its knees 
by seven years of factional 
conflict. 

The poll “was free, fair 
and transparent and will 
reflect the will of the peo- 
ple," said the OAU's Paul 


Rupia. 

The thrust of Ms. John- 
son-SireaF s claims was that 
ECOMOG. the West Afri- 
can peacekeeping force de- 
ployed in Liberia since 
1990 and at polling sites 
across the country Saturday, 
had been over-zealous in the 
assistance provided to vot- 
ers, to the extent of depriv- 
ing them of their true 
choice. 

While Mr. Carter and 
other observers noted irreg- 
ularities involving ECO- 
MOG, deemin g them “ine- 
vitable in any election," 
they were not considered 
greatly significant 

“We certainly have not 
been involved in any hanky- 
panky." said Mr. Carter. 

Mr. Simon urged the total 
of 13 presidential candi- 
dates to show post-election 
unity for the sake of the 
country. 

“It is important that those 
who lose do not aggravate 
the fears of people, for win- 
ners and losers have to act 
responsibly if we are going 
to build a better Liberia," he 
said. 

Saturday's election is 
meant to formally end / 
brutal civil war ignited in 
December 1989 by Mtj 
Taylor. IECOM announced 
it would release further 
results Tuesday evening. 


Flames soar at Bangladesh gas field 


DHAKA (R) — Flames 
soared after a rise in pres- 
sure at a Bangladesh gas 
field and authorities said 
Tuesday tight restrictions 
had been reimposed on 
movement around the blaz- 
ing field. 

“Movement has been 
restricted following a sud- 
den rise in gas pressure 
since Sunday," said one 
official with Petrobangla, 
the state-run oil and gas cor- 
poration. 

Reporters at northeastern 
Mauiavibazar towp, close to 
the Magurchhra gas field, 
said they saw flames up to 
12 metres high Monday 
afternoon, causing panic 


among local people. 

The gas field initially 
caught fire on June 15 dur- 
ing drilling by U.S. compa- 
ny Occidental Petroleum 
Corp. 

Occidental brought in fire 
fighting equipment and 
experts from Singapore and 
the United States, but the 
blaze had almost died down 
naturally before the compa- 
ny began fighting the fire. 

The flames had dwindled 
to less than 1.5 metres high 
last week. 

Energy Ministry officials 
had said the June 15 acci- 
dent occurred when a rig hit 
a “trap gas” layer at a depth 
of 840 metres sparking a 


blaze that ravaged two kilo- 
metres of surrounding forest 
and destroying tea planta- 
tions. 

An official inquiry into 
the accident is due to be 
completed this week. 

Newspapers, quoting Oc- 
cidental officials at the 
drilling site, said Tuesday a 
sudden rise in gas pressure 
was detected at the field 
early Sunday. 

Gas started leaking from 
dozens of holes in the 
ground and bubbles were 
seen in the mud around the 
field. 

Occidental has already 
removed equipment from 
the site which it has identi- 


fied for drilling a relief well 
to cap the well where the 
initial accident occurred. 

“The location of the rebel 
well might have to be shift- 
ed. The pressure (of the gas) 
is suddenly much higher- 
said Petrobangla Chairman 
Mosharraf Hessain. 

Occidental officials Mon- 
day placed tight restrictions 
on movement near the gas 
field and nearby railway 
services were suspended. 

The company began 
drilling at the Magurchham 

field early in June after i 
gained the rights to «plore 

for hydrocarbons in me 

northeastern Sylhet region. 
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German soldiers repair a leaking part of the dyke v^Sch protects the village of Ratzdorf against floodwater from 
the Oder River, early Tbesday. After the army had worked the whole night to Ggbt back the floods, officials 
announced that the village might have to be evacuated if the flood waters rise (Reuter photo) 

Floods stabilise in Poland, threaten Germany 


WARSAW (R) — Floods in 
Poland which claimed 
around 60 lives and forced 
thousands of people to eva- 
cuate their homes over the 
last two weeks appeared to 
be subsiding Tuesday. 

“The situation is slowly 
normalising and stabilising, 
although the alarm is still in 
force,” Flood Crisis Com- 
mittee spokesman Krzysz- 
tof Pomes told Reuters in 
Warsaw. 

The waters, still swamp- 
ing many towns and vil- 
lages of southwest Poland 
alter further heavy rain at 
the weekend, surrendered 
eight more victims and Mr. 
Pomes said: “We now have 
60 confirmed cases of 
drowning." 

The battle to build or 
strengthen flood defences 
continued in many commu- 
nities. including the Legni- 
ca area, where about 12,500 
people had been evacuated 
from about 86 settlements. 

"So long as the dykes 
hold, there is no great dan- 
ger here,” said Mr. Pomes, 
adding that overall, provid- 
ed there were no further 
heavy rain, the flood situa- 
tion would not worsen. 

This time the havoc has 


been wrought largely along 
smaller rivers, "Oie central 
southern town of Kielce 
unexpectedly suffered when 
a sluggish stream swelled 
into a wide river inundating 
parts of the centre. 

But (here was no sign of a 
full repeal of the rampaging 
swells of high water lhal 
charged northwards this 
month to wreak destruction 
along Poland's major Odra 
and Wisla waterways. 

The earlier Odra River 
wave was at lost reaching 
the sea, threatening areas 
around the port city of 
Szczecin in the north. 

Mr. Pomes said five local- 
ities there faced waters 
above alarm levels and two 
sewage plants were in dan- 
ger of being flooded. 

Polish Environment Mi- 
nistry officials say, howev- 
er, that there is no serious 
threat so far to the Baltic 
Sea from pollution due to 
the filth’ being washed into 
it by the rivers. 

Poland’s cabinet was mee- 
ting Tuesday morning to 
make final decisions on a 
three-phase reconstruction 
plan. 

This involves fast relief to 
victims and disease preven- 


tion measures, medium- 
term reconstruction of infra- 
structure. siich as schools, 
hundreds . of shattered 
bridges and tom roads, fol- 
lowed by a long-term plan 
to protect against future 
flooding. 

Meanwhile, in Frankfurt- 
An-Der-Odcr. Germany, 
crests of flood-soaked 
dykes on the Oder River 
gave way Monday but were 
repaired with sandbags in a 
desperate battle against lime 
as the region expected a 
visit by Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

More than 1 ,500 monitors 
and rescuers were involved 
in raising dyke levels on the 
border river’s German bank, 
with crests dangerously 
dose lo the floodwater. 

At Brieskow-Finkenheerd 
near the industrial town of 
Eisenhuettenstadt a dyke 
crest was washed away over 
a' length of 'f4 metres But 
was filled with sandbags. 

A neaifcy transformer sta- 
tion which provides elec- 
tricity for Eisenhuetten- 
sladt’s population of 50,000 
was safe. 

Authorities expected the 
water to rise another half 
metre over the next days 


after fresh weekend rains in 
Central Europe. 

Later Tuesday, Mr. Kohl 
was to visit the Branden- 
burg stale border region 
where about 200.000 people 
are affected by the floods. 

In Ratzdorf, at the junc- 
tion between the Oder and 
Neisse rivers, water levels 
reached at a record 6.81 
metres, eight centimetres 
more than Monday night. 

Part of a dyke near Ratz- 
dorf was also washed away. 

Twenty kilometres down- 
river at Frankfurt, the flood 
rose to 6.32 meters, a mere 
three centimetres below a 
1930 record. 

At Eisenhuettenstadt — 
between Frankfurt and 
Ratzdorf — a record 7.06- 
metre mark was reached — 
half a metre over its highest 
level ever. 

Rescuers said floods 
where rising about a cen- 
timetre an hour Tuesday 
morning and were expected 
lo continue to rise over the 
next hours. 

Daylight also gave res- 
cuers a chance to act more 
quickly as helicopters could 
be used to monitor the 
region. 


U.K.’s Blair faces new pressure over IRA truce 


BELFAST (R) — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
faced fresh demands Tues- 
day from political leaders of 
Northern Ireland's majority 
Protestant community an- 
gered at the terms of a new 
ceasefire declared by Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
guerrillas. 

Mr. Blair was due lo meet 
Ian Paisley and other lead- 
ers of the Democratic Unio- 
nist Party (DUP), second 
biggest of the pro-British 
Protestant parties in the 
province. 

They insist Sinn Fein, 
political wing of the Irish 
Nationalist IRA guerrillas, 
must not be allowed into 
Northern Ireland peace talks 
without a commitment from 
the IRA to hand in its guns. 

Peter Robinson, deputy 
leader of the DUP, told 
reporters: 

“The prime minister has 
to be told that the people of 
Northern Ireland do not 
accept LRA/Sinn Fein com- 
ing into a process holding 
onto their guns, without giv- 
ing any commitment of the 
permanency of their cease- 
fire.” 

He added: “I think we 
would want to talk to the 


prime minister about how 
we might have a proper 
talks process with constitu- 
tional legitimate parties.” 

Northern Irish Protestants 
have expressed scepticism 
at the IRA ceasefire 
declared Sunday because it 
makes no reference to a per- 
manent truce in its 28-year 
struggle against British rule. 

The last ceasefire, dec- 
lared in August 1994, was 
broken 17 months later 
when the IRA exploded a 
huge bomb in London’s 
Docklands area, killing two 
people. 

Hardline Unionists have 
said their political leaders 
should not sit down with 
Sinn Fein, which is now 
expected to be let into the 
peace talks following the 
IRA truce. 

Leaders of the Orange 
Order, an influential organi- 
sation in the Protestant 
community, threw the peace 
process further into doubt 
Monday when they called 
on all Unionist parties to 
pull out of the talks ar 
Stormont Castle in Belfast 
at once. <fi 

Orange Lodge Grand 
Master Robert Saulters, 
described the peace process 


as a “poisoned chalice.” 

He called for “all Unionist 
parties to withdraw immedi- 
ately in an act of unity and 
solidarity from the Stor- 
mont talks, the existence 
and purpose of which is to 
solely satisfy the insatiable 
demands of the Republican 
agenda." 

Unionists have been an- 
gered by the prospect of the 
IRA's ceasefire winning 
Sinn Fein a seat at the peace 
talks without the guerrillas 
being forced to turn in their 
weapons. 

One of the smaller 
Unionist groups has already 
pulled out of the talks and 
the future of the negotia- 
tions depends on the reac- 
tion of the mainstream 
Unionist parties. 

Northern Ireland's leading 
Unionist, David Trimble, 
leader of the Ulster Unionist 
Party (UUP), told Mr. Blair 
Monday that the IRA must 
start handing its arms in or 
peace talks would fail. 

But Mr. Trimble, who was 
to have further telephone 
contact with Mr. Blair 
Tuesday, slopped short of 
pulling out from the talks. 

Jeffrey Donaldson of the 
UUP said Unionist politi- 


cians must not allow Sinn 
Fein to rake over the peace 
process. 

“We’re not going to allow 
Sinn Fein/IRA to set the 
agenda,” he told the BBC. 

“The democratic parties 
of Northern Ireland have 
got lo take control of this 
process. After all we repre- 
sent the majority of the peo- 
ple" 

A further session of the 
peace talks was due to take 
place Tuesday before the 
participants voLe Wednes- 
day on a joint proposal from 
the British and Irish govern- 
ments thal decommission- 
ing of guerrilla arms be 
tackled by a subcommittee 
in parallel with political 
negotiations. 

'Hie UUP has already 
made clear it will not vote 
■for this proposal as it stands. 

Sinn Fein, which convin- 
ced ihe IRA it was worth 
calling a ceasefire, says the 
handing over of weapons 
should be part of a final set- 
tlement, not ongoing negoti- 
ations. 

Sinn Fein negotiator Mar- 
tin McGuinness said at -ihe 
weekend that the IRA 
would not hand in a single 
bullet. 


Bosnian Serb president vows to stay in office 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic vowed Monday to 
stay in office and accused 
Serb hardliners of kicking 
her out of the ruling party 
because she had exposed 
high-level corruption. 

Mrs. Plavsic was expelled 
from the Serb Democratic 
Party (SDS.) at the weekend 
by allies of ex-president and 
indicted war criminal 
Radovan Karadzic who also 
called on her to step down as 
president. 

“1 was not suitable for the 
party because I was merely 
insisting on resolving the 
crime problem in the Serb 
republic," Mrs. Plavsic said 


in a televised speech. 

“‘Such widespread crime is 
the reason why the state can- 
not pay its workers and pen- 
sioners" she said. 

Mrs. Plavsic has been 
locked in a power struggle 
with Mr. Karadzic’s allies 
ever since she publicly 
accused them of plundering 
the territory through vast 
smuggling rackets. 

The SDS has demanded 
she hand over authority to the 
vice-president but Mrs. 
Plavsic said she would only 
siep down if she was voted 
out in a referendum, as 
required by the constitution. 

1 will lead the state in 
accordance with the Bible 


and constitution until the 
people cancel my mandate. 
My term expires in 1998 and 
only the people can deprive 
me of my mandate,” she said. 

Mrs. Plavsic had initially 
refrained from criticising Mr. 
Karadzic directly but the cri- 
sis has now become more 
and more of an open conflict 
with the ex-president, who 
wields power covertly from 
his headquarters in Pale, out- 
side Sarajevo. 

The government, which 
answers to Mr. Karadzic, 
attacked Mrs. Plavsic on the 
evening news programme 
before her speech. 

A government statement 
said Mis. Plavsic had helped 


Western countries demonise 
Mr. Karadzic, who has been 
charged by the U.N. War 
Crimes Tribunal. 

“Such a portrayal of the 
Serb leader helps the interna- 
tional community to arrest 
and even kill Serb patriots. 
Her attitude prompted the 
world media not to talk about 
Karadzic as a leader of the 
Serb nation but as a crimi- 
nal " the statement said. 

Earlier this month NATO 
pounced on two suspected 
war criminals who were 
allies of Mr. Karadzic. 
Bosnian Serb media accused 
Mrs. Plavsic of causing polit- 
ical turmoil which allowed 
NATO to strike. 


Royalist Cambodian 
on push south 




PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Forces loyal to Cambodia's 
ousted first prime minister 
have won full control over a 
key northwest town and are 
pushing rival government 
troops south toward another 
strategic village, Thai and 
Cambodian military said 
Tuesday. 

Government officials in 
Phnom Penh, who said 
Monday they still con- 
trolled the key town of 
Samrong. said they had no 
information on any offen- 
sive by forces loyal to first 
Prime Minister Prince No- 
rodom Ranariddh. 

But a Thai officer at the 
Cambodian border said 
Prince Ranariddh’s forces 
had taken Samrong town. 


about 30 kilometres from 
the border, and territory fur- 
ther south, sending about 
30,000 Cambodians fleeing 
the Fighting between sol- 
diers of those forces and 
troops loyal to Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted 
Prince Ranariddh in a coup 
just over two weeks ago 
after driving the prince’s 
forces from Phnom Penh, 
but sporadic fighting bet- 
ween the two sides has con- 
tinued in the country's 
northwest. 

““Soldiers loyal to Rana- 
riddh have overrun Sam- 
rong... and are now heading 
to Chong Kal Town South 
of Samrong. They expect ro 
capture it soon," the Thai 


officer told Reuters. 

Chong Kal is roughly 25 
kilometres south of Sam- 
rong. 

Artillery and mortar fire 
could be heard from the 
border Monday afternoon, 
but the sounds of fighting 
were less intense Tuesday, 
he said. 

Mia Pol a 36-year-old 
Cambodian who said he 
was a royalist soldier, told 
Reuters by telephone from 
his hospital bed in Thailand 
that Prince Ranariddh's 
forces had taken Samrong 
late Monday. 

Mr. Mia Pot, who was suf- 
fering from a leg wound, 
said eight other Ranariddh 
soldiers had been wounded 
in the fisluint; near Sam- 


rong. He and die others 
were recovering in ;» Thai 
hospital near the border, lie 
said. 

About 30.000 Cambo- 
dians who tied the fighting 
were stranded in a town one 
kilometre from ihe Thai 
border, the Thai army offi- 
cer said. 

He said Thailand was pre- 
paring a receiving urea in 
Surin province to handle the 
refugees shuuld the fighting 
gel worse. 

Two generals contacted in 
Phnom Penh said they were 
awaiting an update on the 
situation in and around 
Samrong. but as of their last 
intelligence reports, thought 
the government still con- 
trolled the area. 


Taiwan: 
China Sea 
drills are 
no cause 
for alarm 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s 
Defence Ministry said 
Tuesday it had seen noth- 
ing in Communist China's 
July naval manoeuvres that 
should alarm people on the 
Nationalist-ruled island. 

“The Defence Ministry 
closely monitors all of the 
Communist forces’ exercis- 
es and training activities. 
Our compatriots can set 
their hearts at ease.” said 
spokesman Kung Fan- 
Ting. 

“Every year the Chinese 
Communist navy conducts 
routine military exercises 
in major training sea zones, 
and such exercisesT* are 
always given extensive 
coverage," Mr. Kung said. 

State-funded" "Taiwan Te- 
levision said defence offi- 
cials had described the July 
10-20 People's Liberation 
Army exercises as “just a 
routine drill, involving no 
live fire.” 

That description contrast- 
ed with Beijing’s own 
assessment, issued Monday 
by the China News Ser- 
vice, which said the PLA 
navy had mounted the 
“biggest contest in military 
techniques at sea since the 
all-forces contest of 1964." 

China’s East Sea Fleet, 
tasked with defending the 
mainland's eastern sea- 
board, would be in the front 
line of any conflict with 
Japan or Chinese Nationa- 
list Taiwan — a well- 
armed thorn in Beijing's 
side since a 1949 civil war 
left them divided. 

The fleet held more than 
a week of competitive re- 
views of its combat ability, 
the state-funded agency 
said. 

The drills involved sub- 
marines, destroyers, escort 
vessels, landing craft and 
other ships and tested 
China's sailors on more 
than 100 drills, including 
use of guided missiles, tor- 
pedoes, rockets and under- 
water guided weapons, it 
said. 

Taiwan, which last put its 
military to lest with live- 
fire games just days before 
Britain handed Hong Kong 
back to China on July I. 
said its own drills “had no 
political implications for 
the Hong Kong handover." 

Taipei and Beijing have 
been rivals since 1949, 
when the Nationalist 
Republic of China and its 
army, routed on the main- 
land by Communist forces, 
fled into exile on Taiwan. 

Two decades of market 
reform have given Beijing 
the financial means to 
modernise its military, the 
world’s largest at three mil- 
lion troops, prompting 
Taiwan in turn to spend bil- 
lions to build one of Asia’s 
most advanced armies. 

China menaced Taiwan 
with repeated rounds of 
live-fire war games in the 
Taiwan Strait over eight 
months in the run-up to the 
island's March 1996 presi- 
dential election, even firing 
unarmed missiles at targets 
outside Taiwan's main 
ports. 


U.S. envoys to brief Seoul on North 
Korea visit; Cohen issues warning 


SEOUL (R) — Two senior 
U.S. emissaries flew into 
Seoul from North Korea 
Tuesday to offer what 
South Korean officials 
hoped would be fresh 
insights into Pyongyang 
leaders’ thinking ahead of 
key four nation talks next 
month. 

U.S. officials said the two. 
influential former Senator 
Sam Nunn and former am- 
bassador to South Korea 
James Laney, met Foreign 
Minister Yoo Chong-Ha to 
discuss their meetings in 
the reclusive North. 

Senior officials from the 
two Koreas, the United 
States and China are due to 
meet in New York on Aug. 
5 to set an agenda and other 
procedural details for their 
peace talks. 

South Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lee 
Kyu-Hyung said by tele- 
phone he expected Mr. 
Nunn and Mr. Laney lo 
convey North Korea’s 
response to U.S. and South 
Korean policies towards the 
talks. 

He gave no details but 
other Seoul officials said 
Mr. Nunn and Mr. Laney 
were expected to provide 
fresh insights into North 
Korean leaders’ way of 
thinking as the Stalinist 
state prepared for the for- 
mal anointment of its leader 
Kim Jong-11. 

On July 8, Pyongyang an- 
nounced the end of mourn- 
ing for “Great Leader" Kim 
Il-Sung. paving the way for 
his son, Kir. Kira Jong-11, to 
take over as state president 
and general secretary of the 
ruling Workers’ Party. 

The two posts have been 
left vacant since the senior 
Kim's death three years 
ago. 

“Nunn and Laney ’s feed- 
back will help us fine-tune 
our stand in the four-party 
talks." a Seoul government 
official said, asking not to 
be identified. 

“They did not take any 
secret deals to North Ko- 
rean leaders but in view of 
their influence in the United 


Slates, they could have per- 
sonally assured sincerity of 
our plans,” he added. 

Seoul has said it is willing 
to offer large-scale econom- 
ic assistance to the North 
once Pyongyang agrees to 
detente. 

U.S. government experts 
accompanied Mr. Nunn, 
who once headed the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
and is a respected American 
voice on national security 
issues, and Mr. Laney. who 
recently retired as U.S. am- 
bassador to South Korea, 
during their two-day visit to 
the North. 

Pyongyang’s official Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) reported that Mr. 
Nunn and Mr. Laney met 
Vice Foreign Minister Kang 
Sok-Ju and Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Ri Chan-Bok. chief of 
the Korean People’s Army 
Paiununjom mission. Mon- 
day. 

“At the talks views were 
exchanged on issues of 
common CQncern in further 
improving the DPRK 
(North Korea FU.S. rela- 
tions and an agreement was 
reached on some important 
problems." KCNA said in a 
report monitored in Tokyo. 

The agency gave no de- 
tails of the agreement. 

U.S. officials have said 
the two men were not in 
Pyongyang lo negotiate on 
any issue, but would dis- 
cuss food aid and explain 
the U.S. position on four- 
way peace talks. 

North Korea watchers in 
Seoul said Mr. Nunn and 
Mr. Laney 's visit to Pyong- 
yang signalled that Wa- 
shington might be ready to 
improve ties with Pyong- 
yang if it look steps to re- 
duce tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula. 

Last week. Washington 
made a goodwill gesture, 
doubling its 1997 food aid 
to the north to $52 million 
from $27 million. 

Analysts said North Ko- 
rea's leadership faced the 
urgent task of easing hunger 
in his country before Mr. 
Kim Jong-11 formally as- 


sumed lop state and party 
posts. 

"North Korea wants belter 
ties with the U.S. and Japan 
in a bid to rescue its col- 
lapsing economy.” said Lee 
Jona-Seok, fellow at ihe 
Sejong Institute, a private 
think-tank. 

“Pyongyang initially res- 
ponded negatively to the 
tour-party talks. Now it 
appears that it will try to use 
the talks as a bargaining 
card.” he said. 

Meanwhile, in San 
Fransiseo Monday. U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen said that if the North 
Koreans were “insane 
enough” to launch an attack 
against South Korea they 
could cause tremendous da- 
mage but would be 
destroyed in the process. 

The United States has the 
military capability to carry 
on two major regional con- 
flicts nearly simultaneously. 
Mr. Cohen told a meeting of 
the Commonwealth Club of 
California and the World 
Affairs Council of Northern 
Califomia. 

He said the United Slates 
had the capability to deter 
aggression in Korea. “Will 
it deter aggression? We 
don’t know at this point 
how long it will do so," he 
said in response to a ques- 
tion from the audience. 

“We're hoping we can 
persuade the North Koreans 
to come to the peace table, 
the bargaining table, to see 
if we can’t arrange for some 
sort of accommodation, a 
soft landing so to speak. 
They are going through 
some very difficult times," 
he said. 

North Korea is struggling 
to survive widespread fa- 
mine. North and South Ko- 
rea are divided by a heavi- 
ly-fortified border and 
37.000 American troops are 
stationed in the South. 

“If they were to be insane 
enough to attack, they could 
do tremendous damage in 
the very short run, but they 
would be destroyed in the 
process," Mr. Cohen said of 
North Korea. 


Fresh violence erupts 1 
Spain over ETA 



MADRID (R) — Lingering 
tensions over the killing of 
a young politician by 
Basque separatists have 
erupted into a fresh wave of 
violence. 

After a week of nation- 
wide protests against the 
rebel group ETA, clashes 
broke out in the Basque 
region late Monday when 
opponents attacked sympa- 
thisers during an illegal 
march to mark the suicide 
of an ETA inmate. 

ETA struck back at wide- 
spread condemnation of its 
killing of Basque town 
Councillor Miguel Angel 
Blanco, with a grenade at- 
tack early Monday near a 
police station in northern 
Spain, slightly injuring one 
person. 

As the government vowed 
to smash the guerrilla group, 
Spain's High Court handed 
down long sentences on 
three Basque guerrillas con- 
victed of plotting to kill 
King Juan Carlos. 

Juan Jose Rego, his son 


Ignacio Rego and Jorge 
Garcia, who admitted they 
had Lhe king in their rifle 
sights three times, were 
sentenced to a total of 109 
years in prison. 

Monday's developments 
were proof that tensions are 
still running high after ETA 
kidnapped and killed 29- 
year-old Blanco earlier this 
month when the govern- 
ment refused the group's 
demand to transfer about 
500 ETA inmates to Basque 
prisons. 

Spaniards continue to 
voice their outrage at the 
murder which has brought 
millions onto the streets in 
protest. While most gather- 
ings have been peaceful, 
there have also been spora- 
dic attacks on ETA sympa- 
thisers. 

On Monday, dozens of 
ETA opponents shouting 
“assassins” punched and 
threw rocks at pro- ETA de- 
monstrators participating in 
a march in San Sebastian. 

Police forcibly separated 


the two sides and broke up 
the gathering called by ETA 
supporters after rebel in- 
mate Juan Carlos Hernando 
was found hanged in his 
cell with his hands loosely 
bound in an apparent sui- 
cide. 

ETA's political wing Herri 
Batasuna blamed Hernan- 
do's death on the govern- 
ment's refusal to bring ETA 
inmates scattered around 
the country back to Basque 
prisons. 

“Once again the body of a 
Basque prisoner has been 
found lifeless in his own 
cell,” Herri Batasuna said in 
a statement “It was the pri- 
son policy of the govern- 
ment that killed Juan Carlos 
Hernando." 

In February, another sus- 
pected ETA activist awaiting 
trial in prison was found 
hanged in his celi with his 
hands and feet bound in what 
the government called a sui- 
cide. Thousands of Basques 
protested ag^iiiii wn.,: Lity 
said was murder. 
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How the police can 


Washington Watch 


By Dn James Zogby 


protect us 


Senate hearings — nothing new, but the issue of 
campaign finance reform has been pushed aside 


ALTHOUGH DRIVERS may find the latest 
road-side police checks on their licences a 
nuisance, the purpose is no doubt well-mean- 
ing. Likewise, the motorcycle officers posted 
at mqjor intersections may, or may not, act 
as a deterrent to those drivers who find it 
necessary to approach and proceed through 
these intersections at breakneck speed. But 
the route to stemming the pile-up of road 
accidents — fatal, injurious and costly — 
involves many more acts of vigilance, which, 
if implemented, would perhaps drive borne 
the point that the authorities really mean 
business. 

Traffic police, often seen driving almost 
leisurely in the right-hand lanes of major 
thoroughfares, rarely pursue drivers com- 
mitting moving violations. These hazardous 
offences include tailgaiting, switching lanes * 
without proper si gnallin g, zigzagging 
between lanes, wrongful overtaking, and 
swerving at tbe last most possible second 
from the furthermost left lane across the 
middle and right lanes to take an exit route. 
Penalising such culprits might make them 
think twice about driving carelessly. 

A sharper eye should be kept on driver edu- 
cation school instructors, whose qualifica- 
tions certainly come into question when their 
students appear to be encouraged towards 
blatant violations of basic traffic roles. Road 
etiquette is not the issue here; the perilous- 
ness of driving is. 

Although it has been complained about 
time and again, there continues to be .a major . 
affliction in the shape of public transport 
vehicles, whose drivers take to the roads as if 
by divine right. The various concerned 
authorities in this track seem to do little 
more than pass the buck. Here again, there 
is no intent to jest. Motor vehicles are not 
donkeys, they can be lethal machines in the 
hands of the reckless. 

The need for vigilance by the traffic author- 
ities can never be overemphasised. Drivers 
who abide by the rules have nothing to fear 
when pulled over and as such should appre- 
ciate more sincere efforts to keep the coun- 
try's roads safe for motorists as well as 
pedestrians. When the number of road acci- 
dents declines significantly, it will be the best 
indication that stepped-up efforts by the 
police are paying off. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A WRITER for A1 Sabeel weekly defended the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s decision to boycott the 1997 general elec- 
tions. saying that the Brotherhood did tbe right thing by 
responding to the feelings and the aspirations, of the 
Jordanian masses. Suleiman Tarawneh said that the 
Brotherhood's move is not tactical nor is it a way to score 
any successes, it is rather a clear response to the feelings 
of the man in the street who docs not believe that democ- 
racy can be safeguarded under the present temporary laws 
which restrict freedom. The Muslim Brotherhood realises 
that the coming parliament will be serving ibe interests of 
the United Slates and the Israelis, under tbe temporary 
laws, and it realises that, like during the 1993 general elec- 
tions. rigging is bound to happen, said the writer. Tbe 
Brotherhood realises that the present government is in 
place just forcanying out the general elections which are 
steered towards making Jordan an Israeli protectorate and. 
therefore, the Brotherhood opted to boycott the elections 
that are bound to take the country into the unknown, be 
charged. Indeed, the decision to boycott the elections 
came in response to the demands of the people of Jordan 
and not those of the Brotherhood members, according to 
the writer who said that the people are not interested in 
elections that are not expected to be fair and free by any 
standards. 

A WRITER for AI Aswaq criticised the world govern- 
ments in general and the Palestinian leadership in particu- 
lar for maintaining contacts with the Netanyahu govern- 
ment while realising too well that it is against peace and 
does not have any respect for the peace accords. Rashid 
Hass an said it seems that everybody, even the Israeli oppo- 
sition. is in agreement over the fact that Mr. Netanyahu is 
determined to ruin the peace process despite all the calls 
on Israel to change its policies and stop the Jewish settle- 
ment programmes. It also seems that all governments are 
in agreement that the present Israeli government is deter- 
mined to kill the Oslo accords, does not approve of any 
U.N. resolutions and is firmly determined to retain the 
occupied territories in the three Arab countries, he contin- 
ued- Noting that even die Americans are not happy with 
the Netanyahu government's behaviour, the writer said 
that, unfortunately, Palestinian leaders are maintaining 
secret and open meetings with the Israeli prime minister 
and members of his government, which have yielded noth- 
ing except further h umiliati on. The writer said that negoti- 
ations should stop and world government leaders ought to 
refrain from dealing with the anti-peace government of 
Israel because such contacts only serve as a reward for its 
actions. 


AT THE end of the first two 
full weeks, the U.S. Senate 
hearings into 1996 cam- 
paign finance irregularities 
have thus far failed to gener- 
ate significant public inter- 
est 

In tbe months leading up 
to the opening of the hear- 
ings, Republicans were 
hopeful that the sessions 
would create major prob- 
lems for the Democrats and 
tbe White House. And 
Democrats became increas- 
ingly concerned as new sto- 
ries wodld appear almost 
daily suggesting impropri- 
eties and illegalities in their 
1996 fund-raising efforts. 

In part, it has been due to 
this extensive advance cov- 
erage that these bearings 
have been largely ignored. 
In the case of the famed 
Watergate hearings of 1974. 
each new day’s bearing 
generated revelations that 
shocked an unaware public. 
The nation became fixated 
OO the unfol ding drama that 
began with a Republican- 
engineered break-in of die 
Democrat's headquarters 
and ended with a motion to 
impeach then President 
Nixon. 

By now, the story of the 
Democrat's 1996 hind-rais- 
ing is well-known. In a nut- 
shell, tbe story is as follows: 
In an effort to amass a sub- 
stantial war chest to reelect 
the president, the White 
House and the Democratic 
National Committee (DNQ 
developed a plan to raise 
large amounts of money for 
the 1996 campaign. To do 
so, potential campaign con- 
tributors were offered 
inducements to give, or after 


they gave a contribution, 
were rewarded. In some 
cases, the reward was on 
opportunity to meet the 
president or vice-president 
in a social setting or spend 
time at tbe White House. In 
addition, the DNC hired new 
fund-raisers and pressed 
them to reach out to previ- 
ously untapped potential 
donor groups. One of tbe 
fund -raisers in question was 
John Huang, an Asian 
American, who raised mil- 
lions of dollars for die 
Democratic Party, much of 
which new appears to have 
been illegally derived firom 
foreign sources. While these 
are also suggestions that 
Huang may have maintained 
some foreign ties while 
employed by tbe administra- 
tion and some have even 
raised concerns about espi- 
onage, these issues have not 
been connected either to the 
White House or die DNC 
and are the subject of an 
ongoing investigation.. 

What has continued to 
dash Republican hopes for 
the hearings have been more 
recent revelations that have 
found Republicans guilty of 
'many of die same illegalities 
and irregularities in 1996 
and even in 1992. Even 
more disturbing to the 
Republicans has been that 
while Democrats have 
already returned about three 
milli on in contributions they 
have determined to be ille- 
gal or improper, the 
Republican Party is thus far 
refusing to do the same with 
the roughly $3 million they 
received that also appear to 
have been illegally given. 

A third factor complicat- 


ing Republican efforts to 
have the bearings generate 
news is that they have been 
upstaged by other stories: 
the expansion of NATO and 
the president's triumphant 
visit to the new NATO coun- 
tries; the continuing battle 
over die new federal budget, 
and die recent failed coup 
attempt to oust Republican 
Speaker Newt Gingrich by 
some disgruntled congres- 
sional Republicans. 

In any case, as the hear- 
ings enter their third week, 
the Republican leadership 
will be under mounting 
pressure to produce some 
major developments to justi- 
fy the significant expense of 
convening the sessions. 

from the outset, the 
Democrat’s arguments 
against die hearings have 
been threefold. First, they 
argued, die issues that the 
hearings sought to explore 
were already known and 
were already under investi- 
gation by law enforcement 
agencies. Second, 

Democrats argued that since 
Iustice Department investi- 
gations were under way. 
Republicans could not justi- 
fy spending $6 milli on to 
bole hearings that appear to 
be telling only what is 
already known. Finally, the 
Democrats maintained that' 
since the problem of cam- 
paign finance irregularities 
was bi-partisan, the hearings 
should be truly bi-partisan, 
focusing on both Democrat 
and Republican abuses and 
leading to real campaign 
finance reform that would , 
address the problem in the. 
future. 

What is most interesting is 


LETTERS 


that while the attention of 
the Senate has been focused 
on. these bearings with 
Republicans attacking and 
the Democrats defending : 
(although on Wednesday, 
next week. Democrats will 
be given a rare opportunity 
to interrogate witnesses 
regarding a 1992 loan to a 
Republican Party organisa- 
tion by a Hong Kong com- 
pany), the issue of campaign 
finance reform has been 
pushed aside. 

There was hope earlier in 
the year that revelations of 
trig money in politics and 
abuses in fund-raising in tbe 
1996 campaign would both 
outrage the voting public 
and move the Congress to 
reform die political system. 
A bi-partisan bill was pro- 
posed that would reduce the 
amount of money that could 
be raised in campaigns, 
reduce the ' amount that 
needs to be spent in cam- 
paigns and create a more 
level field between incum- 
bents and challengers. The 
president endorsed die bill 
and urged Congress to pass 
it by June 30. 

That date passed and 
instead of legislation to 
reform politics, the public 
got the hearings that are cur- 
rently under way. 

One main reason why the 
Congress has not been eager 
to move forward cm reform 
is that each of these elected 
officials is a product of foe 
system tbe public wants to 
see changed. In some ways, 
foe system is so polluted by 
money, it appears impossi- 
ble to change. Many news- 
papers, for example, foe day 
before foe hearings began. 


profiled each of foe senators 
who were members of foe 
Senate Committee. In each 
case, the senators in ques- 
tion had raised millions of 
dollars fbrtfaeirlast election. 
In many cares, they had 
received t^tributiDns using 
some tactics used by foe 
White Horae: calling donors 
from, their offices, offering 
large! donors private meet- 
ings and other benefits. And 
in: some cases, they had also 
reoeited support from some 
of very same illegal 
sourefes foot were to be 
mves igatod in the hearings 

3h foe 1996 election, 
almost $2 billion was raised 
and spent by candidates and 
both patties. While the 
Democratic Party raised 
over $220 milli on, foe 
Republican Party raised 
over $400 million. 

In such an environment 
where such enormous sums 
ofmoneyhayebeccwBeneo- 
essaiy to run campaigns, i t is 
logical to expect abuses. 
And where money is so 
needed and is able, there- 
fore, to buy influence, it is 
not surprising that the 
Chinese government and 
some foreign businesses and 
businessmen would seek to 
use money to buy influence 
in the system. 

The new story is not tbe 
abuses, those are known — 
it is whether or not foe 
Senate can transcend parti- 
san attacks and “poHtics-as- 
usual” and take effective 
measures to reform a system 
badly in need of change. 


Win through self-reliance' " 


Tb the Editor 

I HAVE noted many instances of writers in the 
Jordan Times mentioning the standards of our 
“founding fathers." Regretfully, a more thorough 
search of American history will reveal that foe 
U.S. is the most successful colonial settler state 
of all time. Indeed, most of the Americas, named 
for Amerigo Vespucci, a European, fell to foe 
onslaught of the white man who dispatched there 
native inhab itant* by the millions. This was justi- 
fied by calling them “savages," and not fit to live. 
Lest there be any doubt of the church’s position 
on tbe matter, there were plenty of Papal pro- 
nouncements to the justification of killing “hea- 
thens", that is non-Christians. 

The “Founding Fathers” themselves were land 
owners, and the original rights of citizenship 
were mainly for that class. Women and slaves 
were excluded 


To the Editor: 

-I AM an American who recently visited Jordan for 
24 hours as part of a worldwide business develop- 
ment tour and 1 feel duty bound to point out that 
my processing at arrival at tbe Queen Alia airport 
was by far the slowest in comparison to 
Switzerland Cyprus, Lebanon, Israel. France and 
Japan. 

There was one person processing visas to every- 
one who had just come off the plane; the passport 
line afterwards was very slow. 

It was only after I got impatient that tbe head of 
security and then several officers came into foe 


Did things improve later? Well, foe Indians — 
tbe European name fra- foe native peoples of foe 
Americas — were given smallpox-infested blan- 
kets to keep themselves warm. 

The U.S. also waged war early against foe 
North African states — something about “free- 
dom of tbe seas" But they did not declare war 
against foe British when that nation used to stop 
foe American ships and impress the American 
seamen to serve on British frigates. 

And who was it that decided on “total war?” 
How many women and children lost their lives 
during foe two world wars with the concept of 
war on the “enemy population?” Certainly this 
was a far cry from the Rules of Engagement that 
were formulated by die first Caliph, Abu Bakr, to 
not harm tbe women and children, but stick to 
defeating the enemy army. And yet, the Arab 
World, and the Muslim World, is still looking for 
help to the same people — (he Europeans and foe 

Speeding up exit 

booth to urge the people processing visas to speed 
things up a bit 

This whole buaness-oFselling -what amounted 
to $30 entry and exit stamps to foreign tourists at 
the borders (1 exited through Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge) along with 20 per cent hotel taxes and ser- 
vice charges needlessly wastes people's time, 
makes a horrible first impression and ought to be 
stopped if Jordan wishes to compete in foe world 
of international tourism and make its airport less 
of a nightmare for business and social travellers. 

Jordan might also consider foe concept of a tran- 
sit visa used in such countries as Lebanon so that 
people, such as myself, who enter for less than 48 


Americans. 

Lastly, who can possibly justify foe continued 
starvation of the Iraqi people and foe wholesale 
slaughter by starvation of 4,000 to 5,000 Iraqi 
children under the age of 5, except foe present 
American secretary of state who said on foe ‘*60 
Minutes" programme that it was worth it? 

This is foe same country who used the atomic 
bomb twice on Japan, a Japan near defeat. One of 
the cities was even a Christian city. 

The only way that tbe Arabs and Muslims are 
going to win out is to do what they should have 
done a long time ago. Unite and rely on them- 
selves. As someone who has visited foe region 
more than once, and who is a specialist in 
researching the region, I know that foe talent is 
there. Why not make use of it? 

S.B. Cassidy 
RTVME @ pacbefl.net: 


hours do not have to pay anything. 

It took me an hour to get out of foe airport; foe 
other airports took 10 minutes. The best anyone 
could tell me in consolation -is that Saudi Arabia 
takes two hours. 

Unless you can do better, I would probably go 
out of my way to avoid flying into your airport. In 
any event, this was my thud visit to your beanti- 
ful country (though my first arrival by air) and I 
hope for many happy retums. 


Ivan Gaunt, 
US. 


Woman — the ‘guilty’ party 


To the Editor: 


AS I am firmly opposed to any government or 
state possessing the authority to sentence any of 
its citizens to death, I was quite relieved to hear 
that Ahmad Dakamseh was sentenced to life 
imprisonment and is no longer under threat of 
execution. 

Still, I have to wonder why the life of a man 
who admittedly killed seven children was spared 
when just a few months back two women were 


To tbe Editor: 

HAVING READ two letters related to domestic 
workers in Jordan: “Mutual respect makes all 
happy” and "No judgment without proof (Jordan 
Tunes, July 7, 1997), I thought I should express 
my point of view on foe subject. 

Employers and employees have their own sto- 
ries to tell. We. as contract workers, regardless of 
tite nature of our work, have to bear in mind that 
it is on our own accord that we are here. When we 
arrive in a foreign country, it is difficult to predict 
what awaits us. So it very much depends on us, on 
how we accept and cry to overcome whatever we 


hanged at Swaqa prison for killing a man who was 
described as both physically abusive and mental- 
ly cruel in the extreme, as well as a philanderer 
who tormented his wife with tales of Ids amorous 
conquests. 

Among foe reasons proffered for Mr. 
Dakamseh's conviction of manslaughter, as 
opposed to murder, was. apparently, beat exhaus- 
tion and “sexual frustration because his wife had 
recently given birth." 

I believe the juridical message here is imam- 

Stand proud, work hard 

have to go through, to make our stay easy or not. 

One should be reminded that even when helpers 
are being treated as member of the family, they 
still are domestic workers. 

If need be and if one feels strongly about an 
issue, one can argue with the employer, but in a 
calm, persuasive manner. If one is on foe verge of 
quitting, then oik should consider the best alter- 
native. We should know our limitations, rights and 
privileges, but always maintain the composure 
and keep the Imtits. 

While maintaining our dignity, we should also 
work hard, be honest, endure and persevere. We 
should look up and be proud because, when it 


taguous — a woman who has endured a past of 
borrifle abuse has no recourse and, indeed, will be 
severely punished for tifsr crime, whereas a man 
who has killed seven little girls can claim sexual 
frustration as a plausible fine of defence as his 
woman was not “servicing" him properly. 

Either way, the woman is the guilty party. 

Carolyn Azzsrm, 

AmnHnL 


come to work, this reality cannot be denied: we, 
Filipinos, are the best waters. 

To comment on foe above*mentioned letters, I 
can only say that people (employees and emjdoy- 
ers alike) are not afl the same. And lastly, this isan 
Arab country, we should be more flexible; tty to 
adopt our employers’ ways and respect- their 
beliefs. Wc might be of different upbringings, cul- 
tures, traditions and 'norms, and it might be really 
difficult to adapt, but we wozship-foe same cre- 
ator. 

. . . •’ £.P. Stidev]8% 

- Amman. 


Complication 

of 

automation 


A WEEK ago, on Saturday. I 
had ibe opportunity to practise 
one of tbe greatest 'pleasures 
available to many Jordanians: 

- goto the international airport to 
r-atrh an outbound flight. 

As a staunchl believer in 
advance planning and -prepara- 
tion, I presented myself at tbe 

; check-in counter a fittie earlier 

1 than fee required two hours 
before take-off, cbmplete wife 
my embarkation card filled out 
ami signed. I was informed wife 
smiles that tbe latter precaution 
was unnecessary, since the card 
system had been discontinued. 
In their constant quest to bring 

- to ns aD that is best, and to keep 
apace wife the- latest advances 
of modem technology, airport 
authorities introduced a new 
state-of-the-art automated sys- 
tem, by virtue of which infor- 
mation wodd be entered from 
fee passport directly into tbe 
computer. 

Tbe smiling official omitted 
to inf orm roe, however, feat 
thanks to feis major leap for- 
ward into fee realm of twenty- 
first-centnry computer-integrar- 
ed-infonnation-sy stems, T 

would need every second of die 
two hours just to get through 


This was Morphy’s law in 
action: Every solution creates 
new problems worse than fee 
original ones. You see, fee new 
system was devised in order to 
cope wife the added work-load 
of a rising number of arrivals 
and departures, on a limited 
number of already overworked 
airport staff . Tbe objective of 
the system’s designers was to 
minmiwa tbe time feat each 
passenger would need to spend 
in tbe presence of die immigra- 
tion officer, which, according to 
warped Western mhufa, would 
- make life easier and more pleas- 
ant for both parties concerned 
This line of reasoning is 
anathema to our famed 
Jordanian hospitality and to our 
sense of concern for, and soli- 
darity with, our fellow . man, 
which always propel ns to find 
new ways of maximising and 
prolonging human contact. We 
smq^ had - to devise a way of 
satisfying this noble urge. 

Now the hardware and soft- 
ware came in a user-friendly 
tamper-proof package, and it 
would have bora too bother- 
some to start fiddling wife 
either: That would have beat 
too mndrlike wort However; 
fee man-machine interface was 
an easy soft from that lay wide 
open, virtually crying out to be 
. pe n e trat ed, ft was here feat we 
made our breakthrough. We 
simp ly made sure feat fee com- 
puter operators received no 
training for the task required of 
: them. 

The official in charge of key- 
ing in tbe information was very 
presentable, courteous, devoted 
to his work, and friendly in tire 
extreme. Her also gave every 
Indication feat he would wake 
up every night for fee rest of his 

life sweating and screaming 
from a nightmare m which he 
was handed a passport and a 
computer and instructed to copy 
the relevant dam from one to fee 
otbec ’ 

Upon taking charge of each 
passport, fee poor man directed 
. a look of otter resentment at the 
screen feeing him, feet, wife 
" forefinger outstretched, he 
knuckled down to his ordeal. 
Each leone, and digit received 
careful and extended scrutiny, 
followed by a prolonged exam- 
ination of the key board to 
.focaae the corresponding button, 
at; which fee officer would 
.direct an impassioned scab wife 
his .forefinger, then he would 
smile triumphantly at the 
woukl-be traveller if the jab had 

'found its target, but nunc often 
. apologetically before resuming 
fee scan of fee key board, this 
time is search for the back- 
space-key. Hum, peck, smile, 
hunt; peck, smile, and a jolly 
rime waahadbyalL 
So, as . I hail the airport 
au tho rities for their endeavour 
ta-upgiade and improve their 
services, I permit myself to 
rttpmst;, f favour: Next time 
there 1 is; a new ' time-crgfng 
improwptenf. please let me 

fatow fo advance, so flat I can 
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: spend : Jny. entire holiday at fee 
au|»rt waiting for my' passport 
to he dewed. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Ar) — The Palestinian jus- 
tice minister Tuesday called 
the U.S. State Department 
spokesman’s comments on 
hts resignation a low blow." 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said Monday that the resig- 
nation of Freih Abu Medein 
might signal the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNAJ is 
taking a stand against 
killings of Arabs who sell 


land to Jews. 

in May, Mr. Abu Medein 
caused a stir by saying 
Palestinians who sold land to 
Jews deserved the death 
penalty. Israel blamed the 
rNA for the subsequent 
killings of several land deal- 
ers, but Palestinian officials 
denied involvement. 

“We had a major disagree- 
ment with the Palestinian 

justice minister because he 
condoned — publicly, on the 


record, and quite openly — 
political assassinations for 
those people who were sus- 
pected of dealing land to 
Jews and Israelis in Israel 
and in the West Bank,” Mr. 
Bums said in response to Mr. 
Abu Medein ’s resignation. 

“And so I’m not sure there 
are many tears being shed.” 

“This is a low blow which 
shows the effect of Zionists 
on their [the Americans’] 
ideas," Mr. Abu Medein told 


v^ T V 

tem 


the Associated Press. 

Mr. Abu Medein insisted 
the resignation was over 
internal ministry disputes 
despite Israeli media reports 
that he was implicated in an 
ongoing corruption scandal. 

Although Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat has yet to 
accept his resignation, Mr. 
Abu Medein said, “I am not 
going to budge from this 
decision.” 
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S. Africa’s racial divisions 
refuse to go away 


King calls on Muslims to draw 
plan to resolve social problems 


U.N. disarmament chief 
visits site outside Baghdad 


(Continued from page 1) 

several Islamic institutions 
that would help in solving the 
social problems Muslims 
lace. 

The King added that 
among the institutions that 
.Ionian has suggested is the 
International Islamic Zakai 
Institution and die Interna- 
tional Islamic Awqaf Institu- 
tion. 

The King said the objective 
of Lhese two institutions is to 
help Muslims overcome 
poverty, drought, disasters, 
floods and other catastro- 
phes. 

His Majesty said that Jor- 
dan also established other 
charitable funds to help 
Islamic nations during hard 
times. 

Following the inauguration 
ceremony. His Majesty pre- 
sented two checks of 
SI 0,000 each to the winners 
of the King Ab dullah Ben A1 
Hussein Annual Prize. The 
1997 prize went to two 
Egyptian scholars Mustafa 
Emarah and Abdul Fatah 
Mustafa Ghaneimah. 

Addressing Islamic schol- 
ars taking part in the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civili- 
sation Research (AI a] Bay! 
Foundation) durhig a lun- 
cheon at the Royal Court, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the RAJCR' 


honorary president, outlined 
the need to promote Islamic 
moderation and tolerance by 
promoting tile more than 640 
studies and research projects 
carried out by the academy, 

Prince Hassan called for 
entering the next century 
equipped with a set of centrist 
Islamic values, reflecting the 
actual and tolerant picture of 
Islam. The Crown Prince 
voiced hope that the next mil- 
lennium will witness great 
Arab and Islamic contribu- 
tions to the world civilisation. 

Noting that the United 
Nations next year will cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights, Prince Has- 
san said the definition of 
human rights should be all - 
encompassing and compre- 
hensive to include religious, 
social and political rights, 
adding that it should not be 
based on the definition of a 
certain party. 

During the conference, 18 
research papers will be 
reviewed by 75 delegates 
from 27 countries. The 
papers focus on problems 
facing Muslim immigrant 
families in Europe and the 
United Stales, Islamic peda- 
gogy, the effect of the media 
on children, refugee issues 
and children’s rights. 

In addition to the King ami 
Crown Prince, Prime Minis- 


ter Abdul Salam Majali and 
other ministers attended the 
inauguration ceremony. 

Among the dignitaries 
attendin g the conference arc 
the Grand Imam of AJ Azhar 
in Egypt, Sheikh Mohammad 
Sayid Taniawi, the secretary 
general of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference, 
Ezzidin Ai Iraqi and the 
chairman of the Khoeui Inter- 
nationa] Foundation, Abdul 
Majeed Khpud. 

Meanwhile, the Grand 
imam of Azhar reiterated his 
support far the Palestinian 
pet^le and called upon Arab 
and Muslim countries to help 
the Palestinians gain their 
legitimate rights. 

“Our brothers in Palestine 
are demanding their rights. 
They want their land bode 
and their full freedom,” 
Sheikh Tantawi said to 
reporters following the inau- 
guration ceremony. 

He refuted Israel’s claims 
on Jerusalem and said that 
the holy city should be in the 
hands of Muslims and Arabs. 
“Jerusalem should remain a 
Muslim and Arab city. Mus- 
lims and non-Muslims 
should live safely in 
Jerusalem and perform their 
religious rituals freely and 
without fear," be added. 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

“there should no serious 
conflict” between Bagh- 
dad’s security concerns 
and UNSCOM inspections 
of sensitive sites. 

He is to open talks with 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz on Wednesday 
and has said he would trav- 
el to Baghdad every two 
months, tike his predeces- 
sor Rolf Ekeus who was a 
hate figure in Iraq. 

Baghdad, which accused 
Mr. Ekeus of spying for 


the United States, has 
vowed to make a fresh 
start and cooperate with 
his successor, who was 
Australia’s ambassador to 
the United Nations. 

Under the cease-fire 
terms of the 1991 Gulf 
war, the oil embargo in the 
U.N. sanctions can not be 
lifted until UNSCOM con- 
firms Iraq’s chemical, bio- 
logical and nuclear arsenal 
as well as long-range mis- 
siles have been destroyed. 


Israel’s opposition wins 
symbolic Knesset victory 


(Continued from page 1) 

with him on peace moves 
and last month promised 
him the job of finance min- 
ister only to recant at the 
last moment. 

According to Mr. 
Sharon's proposal, the 
Knesset members would be 
able to remove a (Mime 
mini ster by a simple major- 
ity of 61 out of 120 law- 
makers without also risking 
their own seats — as 
opposed to the 80 votes 
currently needed to achieve 
this. 


Under existing legisla- 
tion, a majority of only 61 
seats would bring on elec- 
tions for both prime minis- 
ter and the Knesset itself. 

The proposal, which is 
supported by most of the 
opposition, is considered to 
have good chances of com- 
manding a parliament 
majority. 

But Mr. Netanyahu’s 
office said Monday that its 
legal adviser believe? that 
passing such a fundamental 
change in existing legisla- 
tion would require a special 
Knesset majority of 80. 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Three years into the 
new South Africa, many white Afrikaners 
complain they no longer feel at home in the 
country of their ancestors. 

They do not necessarily support the Nation- 
al Party which maintained apartheid for four 
decades from 1948, but feel President Nelson 
Mandela's ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) caters only for the interests of the 
black majority. 

Deputy President Thabo Mbeki highlighted 
the issue in a speech to parliament last month, 
saying questions of race and colour still ran 
through South Africa tike a fault line. 

He linked the racial divide to Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu’s truth and reconciliation com- 
mission, saying: “The hatreds and animosities 
of the past witf-not go away unless the truth is 
told about what happened." 

Perhaps the single most striking symbol of 
Afrikaner alienation in the new South Africa 
was the decision by the National Patty in April 
to boycott the commission, which it accused 
of pro- ANC bias. 

But the divisions go beyond party politics 
and many political commentators agree they 
are beyond the scope of the truth commission. 

“Peihaps it would have been better to have 
been called the truth commission and to have 
said it is the people who must achieve recon- 
ciliation,'’ said Chilean author Ariel Dorfraan 
in an interview' during a recent visit to South 
Africa. 

“A commission cannot reconcile a country 
that is not ready for reconciliation,'' said Dorf- 
man, whose own country went through a sim- 
ilar process of dissecting a past marked by 
oppression and division. 

“I come to South Africa at a time when divi- 
sions of the past threaten to turn this into two 
nations for a long lime... Reconciliation 
means that those who did wrong are prepared 
to ask for forgiveness and recognise their 
responsibility." 

There lies the rub. Much of the debate over 
healing the racial divide has focused on black 
perceptions that whites should be more con- 
trite. in contrast to the belief of many whites 
that they have apologised enough already. 

The ANC denounces apartheid as a crime 
against humanity, but political scientist Her- 
mann Giliomee said some Afrikaners would 
take issue with thaL 

Referring to a group of Afrikaner academics 
and intellectuals who held a controversial 
1987 meeting in Dakar with the ANC when it 
was still banned and in exile, he said: “Not 
everyone was prepared to brand everything 
that was built up in the years since 1948 as a 
complete disaster." 

He said that socially and economically 
South Africa had developed gready ,, “diffl 


although it was not clear whether it was 
because of, or in spite of, apartheid, anyone 
with a sense of history knew that it was advis- 
able not to be loo sure about the answer". 

Mr. Giliomee described as “fiction" the 
ANC view that South Africa is a homogenous 
country where racial and ethnic divisions are 
irrelevant and even illegitimate. 

“The 1994 election did not bear out this 
ANC point of view. Some 95 per cent of both 
whites and blacks voted for the historically 
white and black parties respectively,” be said. 

Afrikaner author Etienne van HeenJcn said 
the current political slogan of "nation build- 
ing” reminded him of discredited slogans 
from the national party era such as "total 
onslaught”, “apartheid” and "Christian- 
national education”. 

“‘Archbishop .Tutu’s “Rainbow Nation' 
sounds more and more like an advertisement 
forSmarties," Mr. van Heerden said, referring 
to a popular brand of multi-coloured choco- 
late sweets. 

“Many people feel like the bottom Smurtie 
in the box.” 

Mr. van Heerden asked how the concept of 
nation building could be prevented frc>m 
becoming a tool in the hands of politicians: 
“Isn’t the concept of a ‘nation’ a dated leftover 
from the 19th century, from naive times? 
Should we not look for another glue to bind 
us?” 

He said the victims of apartheid had been 
alienated in the former dispensation, but so 
had its supp rters. 

"The fantasy of apartheid was. among other 
things, a manifestation of angst about the dark 
unknown, of being plunged into Africa,” Mr. 
van Heerden said. 

Steven Friedman, director of the Centre for 
Policy Studies think tank, suggested that 
South Africa begin a set of structured negoti- 
ations to attain Mr. Mbeki's goal of getting 
blacks and whites to see the country's prob- 
lems in the same way. 

“One reason for the gulf of which Mbeki 
complains is that those who do not share his 
understanding feel alienated from the new 
order because they feel it is government by a 
natural majority of which they are not a part," 
he said. 

Including critics of die government in for- 
mal negotiations on the country's problems 
could make the divisions appear less intimi- 
dating, Mr. Friedman said. 

“By ur ging a common understanding. 
Mbeki is acknowledging that it will be easier 
to reach our goals if we agree on what they are 
— and that is in the interests of the majority as 
well as the minority,” be said. 



Jerash Festival 

Of Culture & Arts 


Juiv 23 - August 10. 399' 



The 

International 

Participation 


Opening for the First time since 2000 years 
From France: 

Orchestic de Jeunes de la Mediterranean 


From Chile: 

Bafochi - Ballet Group 

From Poland: 

AMAR Cord Quartet 


From Russia: 

OMSK Ballet Presenting 
Chaikovsky's "Sleeping Beauty" 

From Europe: 

The European Union Baroque Orchestre 
From USA: 

The New York Broadway Duo 
Rosemary George & Richard Shardoui 


From Romania: 

Junii Brasovului Ensemble 

Fron}, Canada: 

Orchestre Baroque De Montreal 


AT ARTEMIS THEATER 

From United Kingdom: 

The Original Shakespeare Company in 
Shakespeare's "Midnight's Summer Dream" 

From the United States: 

- The Family International 

- Bigger Light Theater Presenting 
Shakespeare's "Much ado about nothing" 

From India: 

The Dancing Group "Kuchipudi" 



From Japan: 

"Yugo" Dancing Company 
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AT SOUND & LIGHT THEATER 


From Germany: 
Schleswig-Holstein 
Costume and Folk Dance 

From South Africa: 

Thula Sizwe 

World Class Traditional Songs 
& Dance Group 

From Greece: 

Karagounides 

Dance & Traditional Arts Group 




"AT SOUTH THEATER 

From Spain: 

"Dos Hennanas" Flamengo Group 


AT FORUM 

i 

Cirque Cabaret 
Multi Int'I Street Show ‘ 

From Italy: 

Associazione Nazionale Brasaglieri 





National Music Conservatory Tel: 687620 Jett - Abdali, Tel 664146 Mcdonalds' , A.Gosheh st 859802 

Tyche Hotel, Tel: 661114 Green Meadows for Tourism, Wash Meeting point to Petra buses 

Grand Palace Hotel AI- Tal Street Tel. 698 1 84 Bsharat for Tourism, Jordan 

Shmeisani: Haya Cultural Center. Mag AI Hammam: Big Bear Stores Intercom Hotel Tel: 641350 

Nazal Area: Ja'bari Stores. Tel: 716676 Music Box, 7th circle, Tel: 815745 


Fuheis: Al-Housh Rest Tel: 729152 
Irbid: Al-Aniqua Boutique, Tel: 277909 
Zarka: Nakhleh for Travel & Tourism, 
Tel: 901910, 906960 
Madaba: Mirag for Travel & Tourism. 


Catering: Daoud Investment Group 


Buses : Daily trips to and from Jerash 
by : Jett /Alpha /Petra 


General Services: 

Clinic - Ambulance - Public Telephone - Restrooms 
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Jordan, Iran review means for boosting I Villa For Rent 
economic ties and industrial cooperation 


AMMAN fFetra) — Jordan 
and Iran Tuesday opened a 
meeting intended to help 
boost economic and trade 
relations and to initiate joint 
economic projects. 

The talks were conducted at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACT) by visiting 
Iranian Industry Minister 
Mohammed Rida Nimat 
Zada and ACI President Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan who 

reviewed areas where the two 
sides can cooperate as well as 
trade exchanges and joint 
ventures. Speaking at the 
meeting, die Iranian minister 
expressed his country’s desire 
to promote economic ties 
with Jordan and readiness to 1 
enter into joint ventures with 
the Kingdom. 

Expressing satisfaction with 
the progress in economic rela- 
tions. Mr. Zada said that the 
past two years witnessed 
noticeable progress as the vol- 
ume of Jordanian exports to 
Iran rose from JD4.3 million 
in 1994 to JD19.2 million in 

1995 and to JD22.2 million in 

1996 whereas the Kingdom's 
imports from Iran which 
stood at JD5.I million in 1994, 
rose to JD6 million in 1995 
and JDS .2 million in 1996. 

Mr. Zada said the Iranian 
government has discussed a 
draft project proposed by the 
joint Jordanian-Iranian eco- 
nomic committee in 1995 for 
the production of phosphoric 
add and fertilisers and indi- 
cated that Tehran is awaiting 
the Jordanian reply for the 
project. 

He said there are wide 
scopes for cooperation in 
engineering, industrialisation 
and the manufacture of indus- 
trial machinery and added 
that Iran is seeking to bolster 
its relations with Islamic and 
other nations and aim to 


Saudi Arabia 
bans import of 
Belgian meat 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has banned all 
imports of meat from Bel- 
gium, accusing Belgian 
companies of using fake 
certificates of origin on 
British beef, under an 
embargo because of “mad 
cow" disease. 

Riyadh took the decision 
“after it was proved that 
certain Belgian firms acted 
in connivance with British 
producers to put false Bel- 
gian certificates of origin 
on meat bought in Britain" 
a trade ministry spokesman 
said Monday. 


achieve an eight per cent eco- 
nomic growth over the com- 
ing 25 years . 

Mr. Zada expressed hope 
that the joint Jordanian-Iran- 
ian committee, which is due 
to hold its meeting in Tehran 
later this year. wiU conclude 
agreements on preventing 
dual taxation, and on the pro- 
tection of investments in 


either country as well as open 
a direct air route between 
Tehran and Amman so as to 
encourage visits from and to 
either country by Iranian and 
Jordanian businessmen and 
merchants. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said that 
the Jordanian industrial sector 
welcomes cooperation with 
Iran in launching joint ven- 


tures especially in chemical 
industries. 

He said that Jordan is keen 
on promoting trade with Iran 
and on cooperation between 
the private sectors in the two 
countries. 

Upon his arrival in Amman 
Tuesday, Mr. Zada said he 
was carrying a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from 



SPECIAL RATES for the Summer Holiday 
Double Room JD 50 ++ • Single Room JD 40 

• Room Rale Includes Dinner & Breakfast 
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Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani inviting him to 
attend the Islamic Summit 
Conference to be held in 
Tehran in December. 

During his two -day visit to 
Jordan, Mr. Zada said he will 
arrange for the coming Jor- 
danian-Iranian economic 
committee meeting to beheld 
in Tehran in October 


REOTER 


Semi-Furnished or Fully-Furnished 

Location : Abdoun / Swdfieh . 

Area : Land 1250rrf Villa 560nf 

Consisting of : 

- 3 Master bedrooms with buflt-tncabJnets ; 

- Large reception area with connected efinlng room . 

- Large femny room with fire place 

- Farnfiy room for difidren 

- Large and fufly equiped kitchen with breakfast area 

- Maid quarter 

- Large beautiful garden 

- Basement for sendees , storage and ddldrens play room 

- Outside room with bathroom for guard or gardner 

Contact : Tel 812400 
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US Dollar 
DEMark 
G8 Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rlyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese / 1000 
Egyptian 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($Aon) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (Jfton) 

Soya (c/lbs) 

Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice ($/ton) 
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THE Daily Crossword 
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ACROSS 
1 Freshwater fish 
5 Last word 
9 Cloth bit 

14 Tme 

15 Integument 

16 Santiago's 


17 Pittance 

19 Wash cycle 

20 Undivided 

21 Sea eagle 

22 Summon 

23 Bahamas’ 


25 Utter 

27 Vocal equine of 
TV 

29 Yerevan's 


36 Steak order 

38 Goddess of fate 

39 Ukriaie 


41 Guitar bar 
i42 Inventor of 
cordite 

43 Angler's need 
*44 Charter 
45 Courting 
places? 

47 koquoian 
language 
40 Party givers 
51 President 
Johnson 
55 Italians 
58 Behind 
schedule 

60 Japanese 
Beetle? 

61 Sheepish 

62 Pittance 

64 Forehead fringe 

65 And others; 
abbr. 

66 Desperate 

67 Weather word 

68 DNA transport 

69 Observed 

DOWN 

1 Chicken 

2 Boxing venue 

3 Ceremonies 

4 Glib 

5 Add uo 
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by Gayte Waters Dean 


6 Woeful cry 

7 Abates 

8 High degree 

9 Yell 

10 Pittance 

11 Skater’s milieu 

12 Plus 

13 Hammer part 
18 Pine 

22 Brimless cap 
24 Pittance 
26 Conditional 
retease 

28 Most withered 

30 Ibsen character 

31 Angers 

32 Poker mcney 

33 Pal 

34 Gray wolf 

35 Pitcher 
37-— Maria- 
40 Fourth estate 
44 Cruise ship 


□□□□ □□□□ aanaa 
□□□□ □□□□ aaaaa 
aaaa qbeq □□□an 
gmaa □□aananaaa 
□Banna naan 

aaann □nmaan 
□aaan anna hihg 
nananna nannana 
□□□□ nnna aaaca 
nnanna aoaaa 
□□an anannn 
nmnnaanaaQ naan 
nnnaa nanm naan 
nnnnn anas aaas 
anann naan naan 


6 1997 Tritons MedLr Seracos, Inc 
AM rights isstinwd. 


52 Ms. ODonnefi 


46 On the up- and- - 53 Harden 

up 54*Litlte— “ 

48 Shake and roll (Alcoa) 

go-between 55 Takes as booty. 

50 Panel 56 Elliptical _ 


57 Exratfaiien ■ 

59 Mftwor 

Paton . - " 

62 Pin 

63 Gritfiroh- 
measures: abhr 
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Gulf bank 
heads for 
international 
capital 
markets 

MANAMA (AFP) — 
Manama-based Gulf 
International Bank 
(GIB) said Tuesday it 
had raised $200 mil- 
lion through a floating 
rate note, the first time 
the bank has 
approached ■ the 
,. international capital 
markets for funds. 

The five-year float- 
ing rate note issue, 
arranged for GIB by 
Chase Manhattan 
International, was 
priced at 32.5 basis 
points over ihe London 
Inter Bank Offered 
Rate (LIBOR), GIB 
said in a statement. 

Previously, GIB has 
raised funds for its 
own purposes through 
illiquid syndicated 
loans, but the floating 
rale note — which 
works like a bond — 
will be listed on the 
Luxembourg stock 
exchange and can be 
traded by investors. 

Abdullah Al Kuwaiz, 
GIB general manager, 
said the bank chose 
this route “to attract 
non-traditional term 
investors in the 
international investing 
community thus open- 
ing up a much broader 
horizon for financing 
opportunities.” 

GIB officials said the 
floating rate note could 
prove a little more 
expensive to the bank 
than a traditional syn- 
dicated loan, but said it 
was mainly aimed to 
help raise the profile of 
GIB in the 
international market. 

GIB, one of the 
region’s leading com- 
mercial banks, report- 
ed total assets of 
$8,983 billion at the 
end of 1996 and profits 
last year of $95 mil- 
lion. 

The Manama-based 
bank is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of 
Kuwait-based Gulf 
Investment Corpora- 
tion. which is itself 
owned by the govern- 
ments of Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 


Arafat wants more 
active ties between 
Jordan, Palestine 


GAZA (Petra) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat Tuesday called for 
activating joint Jordan- 
i an- Palestinian commit- 
tees in all scopes, particu- 
larly in the economic 
field. 

President Arafat, who 
was speaking to a Jordan- 
ian economic delegation 
led by Amman Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Haidar Murad, lauded 
the Jordanian participa- 
tion in the meetings of the 
Palestinian expatriates 


businessmen conference 
which was held in Gaza 
and Bethlehem. 

Mr. Arafat pointed out 
the obstacles imposed by 
the Israeli government in 
the face of developing 
Palestinian relations with 
Arab states. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel 
exports $2.6 billion worth 
of goods and aims to iso- 
late the Palestinian econ- 
omy from the Arab 
Nation and keep it depen- 
dent on Israeli products. 


Financial regulators find Internet can be a tool 


WASHINGTON (R) — Fed- 
eral regulators tracking con 
artists, price-fixing arrange- 
ments and investment ahuscs 
are starting to view the Inter- 
net as a tool rather than just 
the source of new problems. 

The Internet and the World 
Wide Web it supports are 
forcing the government to 
change the way it works, and 
nowhere is that more obvious 
than in the regulation of busi- 
ness. The web is emerging an 
an effective source of tips on 
wrongdoing and as a way to 
solicit comment on govern- 
ment proposals. 

Last year the Federal Com- 
munication Commission 
received 300.000 responses 
by electronic mail on a now- 
defunct proposal to permit 
local phone companies to 


charge more for Internet 
access, and eventually the 
agency aims to give these 

electronic comments the 
same status as formal paper 
comment. 

The Federal Trade Com- 
mission (FTC). which tradi- 
tionally has had little public 
involvement in its decisions 
on whether mergers violate 
antitrust laws, invited E-mail 
this month on the proposed 
metier of office superstores 
staples and office depot. It 
got more than 300 responses 
a day during the first few 
days. 

The Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC) makes no secret of its 
efforts to patrol the web. 

"If you're a fraudster who 
wants attention vou need to 


get people to norice your web 
site," making it more likely 
the government will notice 
too. SEC Commissioner 
Steven Wallman said. 

The SEC has also rapped 
the knuckles of several pub- 
lic companies for displaying 
misleading financial infor- 
mation oo their web sites. 

And the FTC recently shut 
down con men who gave out 
free pornographic software 
that surreptiously snatched 
control of customers' 
modems and ran up 
international long distance 
phone bills, li found them 
through their web pages. 

But it is precisely the Inter- 
net’s international aspect that 
poses one of the greatest 
problems for federal regula- 
tors in this new environment 


Even with the best of inten- 
tions. businesses can find 
themselves running afoul of 
rules that vary from country 
to country or even among 
U.S. states. 

For example, comparative 
advertising is standard in the 
United States but illegal in 
Germany. How does that 
affect auto ads on the web? 
Countries have separate rules 
for stock offerings and 
accounting procedures. How- 
can they be coordinated? 

"I think there will be no 
choice but for governments 
to become more cooperative, 
to communicate and coordi- 
nate with each other," the 
SEC's Wallman said. 

Even an argument as seem- 
ingly arcane as to whether E- 
mail is more like a phone 


conversation than a letter can 
have huge ramifications. For 
example, the SEC permits 
stock brokers to talk freely 
with clients on the phone but 
requires supervisors to 
review written communica- 
tions. 

"The current requirement 
that any E-Mail must be 
reviewed by a supervisor 
obviously makes E-mail 
almost useless." Mr. Wall- 
man said. "You're not in a 
position to have an interac- 
tive conversation with your 
broker." 

Mr. Wallman said such 
challenges require “a new 
style of thinking about regu- 
lation. What i> the underlying 
goal? What are we trying to 
regulate? Where is the 
investor concern?" 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

COMPACT'S NAME 

P / E DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

no. or 

SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CFa'tSb 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


298.000 

214.500 

ARAB BANK 

13.3 1.38 

17 

470 

121760 

293.00 

290.00 

3.00- 

« 

2.340 

1.680 

JOB. NATIONAL BX. 

E 0.00 

39 

29707 

62298 

2.13 

1.09 

.04- 


5-800 

4.100 

CAIRO AMMAN HANX 

11.8 2.63 

1 

50 

286 

5.70 

5.70 

- 


1.210 

-8S4J 

HID. EAST INV.HX. 

61.7 0.00 

4 

1500 

1415 

.94 

.94 

- 


1.400 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

B.l 7.69 

2 

300 

660 

2.20 

2.20 

- 


4-200 

4.400 

THE HOUSING BE. 

14.6 3.96 

5 

5100 

25970 

4.90 

4.9C 



4. ISO 

2.440 

JOB. KUWAIT BANK , 

10.1 0.00 

1 

lOOO 

2850 

2-82 

2.65 

.03* 


1.050 

.760 

OOR. GOLF BANK 

4.6 8.97 

7 

2318 

1816 

.79 

.79 

.01- 


3. 070 

3.450 

ARAB JOR. ZlfV.BK. 

17.3 0.00 

1 

750 

2700 

3.60 

3.60 

- 


4.050 

3.4B0 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

16.1 3.04 

17 

6100 

24144 

3-90 

3.95 

.03- 


1 .800 

1.110 

UNION BX.SAV.IXV. 

p 0.00 

10 

2300 

2939 

1.39 

1.37 

.02- 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR. INV. PIN. BANK 

20.7 0.00 

3 

578 

1867 

3.22 

3.22 

- 


1.440 

.850 

PH1LADEL. INV.BK. 

g 0.00 

3 

4250 

4036 

.95 

.96 

- 


SANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX. 214.04 *CHCi -0.09 

110 

54553 

257740 





2.000 

2.700 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

12.0 5.36 

3 

12029 

336B1 

2.75 

2.ao 

-05* 


4-550 

3.800 

JERUSALEM INSOR. 

10.9 5.00 

1 

1150 

4600 

4.00 

4.0 0 

• 


2.350 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

4.5 12.50 

1 

10000 

16000 

1.60 

1.60 

- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX, 113.79 7 CMC i *0-63 

5 

23179 

S4201 





3.820 

1.500 

NR. ELECTRIC PUR. 

8.0 6.D2 

11 

4297 

7091 

1.65 

l.b£ 

.01* 


1-540 

1.320 

XRBXD ELECTRIC ITT 

8.2 8.33 

1 

50 

69 

1.38 

1-38 

- 


2.750 

2.150 

SKIPPING LINES 

16.0 4.73 

2 

8350 

22963 

2.75 

2.75 

- 


1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 0.00 

14 

14150 

20515 

1.49 

1.44 

.05- 


-810 

.480 

JORDAN INTL-TRAD. 

26.2 0-00 

1 

400 

204 

.50 

.51 

.01* 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB IHTL.1NV.ED0C. 

7.B 0.00 

J 

200 

594 

2.97 

2-97 



1.220 

.930 

EARXA EDUCATION 

g 0.00 

1 

400 

3B0 

.94 

.95 

.01* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX, 108.52 *CHC« -0.03 

34 

27927 

52195 





4.450 

3.100 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

27.2 2.72 

24 

22656 

91515 

4.05 

4.04 

.01- 


4.140 

2.710 

JCHt. PHOSPHATE MINES 

11.1 2.50 

1 

950 

3B00 

4.00 

4.00 

- 


7.050 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.0 3.10 

4 

2150 

13908 

6.S9 

6.45 

.14- 


10.250 

9.040 

JOR. PETROL . RXTI MARY 

9.4 9.15 

5 

1B3 

1770 

9.75 

9.71 

.04- 

+ 

7.150 

5.850 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

9.3 3.45 

5 

1231 

7168 

5.05 

5.00 

.05- 


4-100 

3.040 

ARAB PHARR. HASP. 

10.9 5.06 

16 

3329 

13216 

4.00 

3-95 

.05- 


7.250 

5.710 

JOR. CERAMIC I HD. 

6.4 3.23 

2 

350 

2163 

6.27 

6.20 

.07- 


1.620 

1.310 

JOB. PIPES KANFCT. 

16.4 6.06 

. 5 

995 

1313 

1.32 

1.32 

- 


10.250 

5.000 

ARAB CHBM. DTRXGH. 

15. B 5.B3 

2 

150 

773 

5.00 

5.15 

.15* 


5.650 

4.300 

DJUt ALDAWA DV.rNV. 

13.4 4.59 

10 

9100 

50038 

5.50 

5.45 

.05- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.7 0.00 

7 

12750 

5065 

.46 

.46 



1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

31.2 0.00 

6 

3700 

3774 

1.02 

1.02 



.770 

.510 

RATIONAL IHDS. 

g 0.00 

3 

2250 

1170 

.52 

.52 



1. 300 

.510 

HnERHEO.PETRD.CHEM. 

□ 0.00 

46 

43950 

24267 

.55 

.54 

.01- , 


.990 

.530 

JQR. TOCTMOOL IHDS. 

g 0.00 

2 

10500 

5565 

.53 

.53 

- ' 


.940 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

g 0.00 

' 25 

14600 

0536 

.55 

.50 

.03* 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PBARM.CHXH. 

17.4 5.15 

1 

300 

408 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 


1.430 

.740 

RaWTHER INVEST- 

73.9 0.00 

B 

3100 

2345 

.76 

.75 

.01- 


2.020 

1.080 

UN XV. MODN.INDS. 

P .2* 

11 

2700 

2925 

1.10 

1.00 

.02- 


1.520 

1.000 

JOB. IKD5 - RESOURCES 

14.0 9.62 

7 

1BOO 

1072 

1.04 

1.04 



1.070 

.810 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

15.2 0.00 

3 

2000 

1660 

.83 

.83 



2.090 

1.340 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

47.5 0.00 

1 

400 

540 

1.35 

1.35 



1.330 

1.080 

tNTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 0-00 

7 

4000 

4537 

1.14 

1.14 



1.260 

.860 

UNION CR. 6 VEG. 

40.9 0.00 

11 

Bias 

7314 

.90 

.90 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX, 124.97 «CHG, -1.07 

216 

151578 

256600 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX, 165.94 *CHG« -0.90 

365 

257237 

615016 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR 

TUESDAY 

22/07/1997 





.640 

.350 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

g 0.00 

1 

iooo 

300 

.38 

.30 



.670 

.410 

J OR- TRAD B FAC. 

11.7 0.00 

10 

45000 

19800 

. 43 

.44 

.01* 

N 

.950 

.540 

JOR.FIN.INV.CO. 

E 0.00 

46 

72950 

43693 

.50 

.61 

.03* 


.840 

.660 

muon inv. so* 

g 0.00 

25 

70200 

15640 

.70 

.70 



.660 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 0.00 

11 

7550 

3390 

.46 

.45 

.01- 

» 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. 757 

P 0.00 

6 

15312 

8368 

.70 

.79 

-01* 

N 

.950 

.610 

AL— DAHLIVAH 75* 

60.5 0.00 

1 

500 

19C 

.63 

.63 



.730 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 NED. 

g 0.00 

1 

11D0 

561 

.52 

.51 

.01- 


.570 

.380 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

46.1 0.00 

2 

1000 

400 

.38 

.40 

.02+ 


.750 

.400 

NATL . HOLT . ENG . WUHCO 

g 0.00 

35 

39028 

1SS13 

.51 

.50 

.01- 


.640 

.430 

NAYUkK DIES t MOULDS 

g 0.00 

1 

1650 

743 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 


-B50 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

32.6 6.94 

7 

6950 

0007 

.73 

.72 

.01- 


.580 

.430 

ARAB ELECT- INDS. 

g 0.00 

3 

5500 

2755 

-50 

.50 



.680 

.550 

RAXI PHABH. 05* 

E 0.00 

13 

10270 

7873 

.57 

.57 



.600 

.320 

IHDS- ENG. 

g 0.00 

4 

5850 

210« 

.36 

.36 



■ .860 

.750 

IHDS. CERAMIC 

19.7 0.00 

2 

1000 

750 

.75 

.75 

- 

V 

1.000 

.730 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

P 0.00 

18 

29400 

15940 

.77 

.79 

.02+ 

N 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

36.7 0.00 

1 

1000 

760 

.76 

.76 



.«70 

.590 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.1 15.15 

21 

37350 

24310 

.66 

.66 



GRAND TOTAL 


36061O 
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“Are you planning a romantic evening? 
There’s breath mints on this pizza 
instead of pepperoni!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Itonri Arnold and Mho ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbtss. 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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jumbles: NOVEL FAMED IMPORT YELLOW 
Answer: Duck hunting In a -rainstorm left them tedfing 

like this -IN A *FOWL* MOOD 




MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
& HOUSING 

GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 
Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase II 
Central Tender No. (95/97) 

Compulsory Schools in Zarqa Govemorate 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

l Tr.e Government al the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan related to Human Resources 
peveiepmeni Project from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development — the World 
Bark-arc: intends to apply part of proceeds of this loan to eligible payments lor the schools 
construction covered by this invitation. 

■i Foreign International Contractors eligible lor Ihe World Bank with proven experience in the field of 
senoef buildings within Ihe last seven years, and local contractors classified by the Government 
Tenders Directorate as first grade building are invited to participate in the above mentioned tender 
with the following conditions:- 

1. Scope ol Work 

a- Eyal Raji Compulsory/Girls Area (2822 m 2 ) 
b- JI’AH Compulsory School/Girls area 4191m 2 
c- Atkah Compulsory School/Girls area 3747/m 2 . 
d-Yaqout Al-Hamawi Compulsory School/Boys area 4441m 2 . 
e- Um Sieih Compulsory School/Girls area 996 m 2 
f- Al-Hallabat Compulsory School/Girls area 795 m 2 . 
g- Ekremah Compulsory School/Boys area 707 m 2 . 
h- Birein Secondary School/Girls area 795 m 2 . 

I. Um Rummaneh Compulsory School/Boys area 3f>0 m 2 . 
j. Hasan Khaled Abul-Huda Secondary School/Boys area 707 m 2 . 

2. The eligible loreign international Contractors wishing to participate in this tender should have at 
least an experience in school building projects of accumulated executed projects not less than U.S. 
SI 5 millions in the last seven years. Evidence for this experience is to be enclosed in the offer. 

3. The eligible foreign international contractor should include curriculum vitae of all his available 
lechnical staff. 

4. The eligible foreign international contractor should provide with his offer evidence thal he is 
classified in the field ol buildings in his country and he should submit a certified certificate in this 
respect from the concerned authority for the supplying of such certificates. 

5. Tender documents may be procured at the office of the Government Tenders Directorate (GTD) / 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing for non-refundable fee of JD (275). 

6. Bids will be accompanied by a bid security to the value of JD80.000, such bid security must be made 
in the tender's own name. 

7. The latest date for purchase of the tender documents is 10 August 1997. 

8. The lender documents can be purchased by an authorised representative. 

9. A site visit shall take place on 20 August 1997. The rendez-vous is at 900 hours, in Ministry of 
Education - Amman. 

10. A pre-bid conference shall be organised on 23 August 1997. 

11. The latest date for the submission of inquiries pertinent to the tender is 26 August 1997. 

12. The proposal shall be submitted in one package marked: 

Tender No. 95/97- Sector Educational Project-Phase II. 

The tenderer shall write clearly his name and address on the package. The package shall contain 
two sealed envelopes containing the bid bond and the financial proposal, and they shall be marked 
■accordingly. 

13. The tenders should be deposited in the tender box at the offices of the GTD Amman, or maybe sent 
by registered mail provided that they arrive at the GTD not later than 12:00 hours Amman local time 
on 30 September 1997. 

14. The tenders shall be opened on 30 September 1997 al 13:45 hours (local Jordanian time). 

Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director General 

Eng. Naser Madadha 
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DAJANI Jewellers. Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold . • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HHIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fflm 
at our shop and get: , 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


fym j4tMten 1* /fauna* 



* One A Two Bedrooms * Folly 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay " Reasonable Rates 


5fh Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


& 

cRowihara. 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

* TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

■ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares' at 
500 Fiis For Airport . Staff . 
and our Frequent Customers : 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 65331 3 


FOR 

RENT 

■ Ui'lUXL' ViiitlK 

Apnar-rrvni.s 
m Am it. tin 


For details please 'call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


; FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 

Sir Jordan 


TO 

ADVERTISE: IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


m 


Times 


TO? 




xJ& "Call tel: SI 

^ 66^71 ext MS lb 


/ 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT 42 
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Jordan takes wrestling silver, jfcu 
bronze in table tennis doubles 

Swimming results most disappointing so far QQ 


By Aleen Bnnnayan 
and JSYIF 
press committee 

JORDAN ADDED two 
more medals Tuesday when 
Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh 
took the silver medal in the 
the 69-kilogramme Graeco- 
Roman wrestling while the 
table tennis team took 
another bronze in doubles 
on the 10th day of the 8th 
Pan- Arab Games currently 
underway in Beirut. 

The two medals brought 
Jordan’s medals tally to IS, 
with four gold, four silver 
and 1 0 bronze medals. 

Jn women’s basktetball 
Jordan lost a chance at a 
bronze medal after losing to 
Lebanon while the men also 
lost to Syria and will play 
for 5th and 6th places (see 
separate story 1. 

Abu Sneineh, who got a 
bronze in the 1992 Games 
in Syria, lost the final to 
Egypt's Majdi Yousef. 

Jordan's Munir Sallaq was 
slated for another bronze 
medal but came in fourth in 
the ?8-kilogramrae catego- 
ry. He beat Saudi Arabia's 
Samer Kahlidi but later lost 
to Algeria’s Hisham Abu 
Rdeif. 

In the 125-kilogramme 
category, Jordan's Rashdan 
Nada finished fifth, while 
Fahd Wofal was eliminated 
in the first round. 

After Jordan's elimina- 
tion from both the men’s 
and women’s table tennis 
singles Monday night, Iyad 
Maknay and Abdul Aziz 
Rida came back to win the 
bronze in doubles Tuesday 
adding it to another they had 
clinched in the team event 
earlier in the competiton. 

Jordan beat Bahrain 3-2 
( 14*21: 21-14. 21-19) and 
then qualified to meet Arab 
champions Egypt represent- 
ed by Ashraf Hilmi and 


Ashraf Subhi who managed 
to beat the Jordanian duo 2- 
0 (24-22. 21-1 8j to clinch 
the gold after a comeptitive 
match. Qatar took the silver 

In shooting, Khaled 
Naghaway was eliminated 
from the top six qualifying 
positions after tight compe- 
tition, however, it was 
reported that his score of 
117 might enable him to 
qualify to the Sydney 2000 
Olympics to which the qual- 
ifying score is 112. 

The most disappointing 
results came in swimming 
in which the Kingdom’s 
swimmers were far from 
Arab records and were thus 
easily eliminated from com- 
petition although some of 
them bettered their individ- 
ual bests. 

As Olympians Egypt’s 
Rania Alwani and Syria’s 
Hisham Masri dominated 
the races, Jordan’s young 
team scored numbers that 
were very far from the com- 
petitive results. 

In the 200-metre back- 
stroke, Rania Ghosheh fin- 
ished with a time of 2 min- 
utes 43.24 seconds, better- 
ing her record of 2.45.53, 
while Alwani took 2.27.61. 

Jordan finis hed last in 
most other races. In the 
4x2 00-metres men’s 

freestyle, Jordan's Amer 
Wazani. Yazan Khouri. Fans 
Naser and Andie Khouri 
finished last with a time of 
9.08.43 bettering the 
Jordanian number slightly 
while first place winner 
Algeria timed 7.56.93. 

Hana Majaj scored a new 
Jordanian record of 2.44.81 
in the 200-metre medley, 
Yazan Khouri had a new 
record in the 100-metrd* 
freestyle and Amer Wazani 1 
had a new time in 'the 20tL- 
metre backstroke. 

Out of Jordan’s 18 medals 
so far, the boxing team won 


two gold medals by 
Mohammad Abu Khadijeh 
and Ayman Ai Nadi and 
three bronze by Kama! 
Abdul Majid. Khaldoun 
Abdul Hameed and Basel 
Hindawi. Mousa Khalaf 
took a silver for Jordan in 
judo. 

The Kingdom’s medals 
also include a gold by Nada 
Kawar in the discus and a 
silver medal in the shot put; 
a gold by Fakhreddin Fuad 
in the high jump; a bronze 
by Ala’ Abdul Hadi in the 
triple jump and another 
bronze by Amal Matari in 
the women's marathon. 

Ayed Khawaldeh became 
the first Jordanian to win 
three bronze weightlifting 
medals; Amer Natour took 
silver and bronze medals in 
fencing and another bronze 
came from the table tennis 
team event. 

Over 3,000 athletes are in 
Beirut for the largest gather- 
ing of Arab youth since the 
event was last held in Syria 
in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
19 countries are taking part 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event. 

Twenty events are being 
contested at the Games 
excluding kick-boxing, 
handball, gymnastics, body- 
building, hockey, diving and 
water polo for technical and 
financial reasons. 

The Kingdom’s 187- 
strong delegation which 
includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes are compet- 
ing in 14 of the 20 events. 
The delegation also includes 
27 officials; 20 coaches arid 
■13 referees. - 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
volleyball, and will be com- 
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Schedule of events of Jordanian competitors at 
the 8th Pan-Arab Games for Wednesday, July 23, 
1997 

• Soccer Jordan-Kuwait ( 2nd round match) 

- Basketball Jordan-Kuwait (men’s 5-6th places) 

• Taekwondo . 

• Swimming 

• Freestyle Wrestling . . ■ 

Medal standings (excluding Tuesday’s results) 


Nation 

Egypt 

Algeria 

Morocco 

Qatar 

Tbnisia 

S. Arabia 

Syria 

Jordan 

Lebanon 

Kuwait - 

Oman 

Sudani 

Palestine 

Bahrain . 


peting in athletics, basket- 
ball, karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fencing, 
soccer, weightlifting, judo, 
freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and shoot- 
ing. Other events at the 
Gaines include golf and 
yachting. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953. All gold 
medallists are being tested 
for performance-enhancing 
drags, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in 
a draw in each event 

Lebanon is hosting the 
Arab World's premier sports 
event for the first time since 
the *spcond Arab Games in 
1957.”' 

Jordan has received- 
approval whost the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games in 2001.. 
Kuwait was chosen as a 
substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 


Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for organising and tak- 
ing part in the Pan-Arab 
Games which have only 
been held seven times since 
1953. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 
hood, were clouded by 
Lebanon’s refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entry visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan has taken part in all 
past seven Pan-Arab Games j 
g ainin g a total of 49 medals-' ' 
(7 gold, 16 silver, 26 
bronze). 

Jordan finished 9th overall 
in the last Pan-Arab Games 
in 1992 with 1 gold, 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 1 
1953, Beirut 1957. 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976. 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


Jordan finishes 4th in women’s basketball 

Men lose to Syria, play for 5th and 6th places 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Re pone r 

JORDAN'S WOMEN'S basketball team Tuesday 
concluded their inaugural participation in the_ Pan- 
Arab Games when they finished fourth after losing 
to hosts Lebanon 60-51 in an exciting match at 
Antranig Club stadium. 

Jordan thus lost the bronze medal after an 
impressive performance in three of their matches 
with the younger lineup proving that they would 
have made a difference had they been given a 
chance in earlier matches. 

The women’s standings are still undecided as 
Egypt and Tunisia meet tonight in the battle for top' 
two places. Lebanon will most probably take the 
bronze as they still have a match against Egypt, 
and Tunisia has a match against Syria. 

While they lost their opening match 79-46 to 
Egypt. Jordan improved from one match to anoth- 
er and scored their only win over Syria 56-53. 

They were impressive in their 52-41 (22-22) 
defeat to Tunisia who had defeated Lebanon 55- 
52. Lebanon beat Syria 57-44. 

The fourth place finish and close results against 
stronger teams was positive taking into considera- 
tion that a big question mark loomed over their 
participation after they lost three of their friendly 
matches against Syria last month. 

The team was only given the go-ahead to take 
part in the Games to ensure continuity for the 
women s game which had been non-existent from 
1983-1995 when the team took pan in the Asian 
Championship. 

The Lebanese team, known for their fast attack- 
ing style and press defence, were led by Gassia 
Khacherian, Salpi Chokarian and Aline Chalian. 

The hosts took a lead at first at 24- 1 5 before five 
consecutive points by Zina Farah narrowed the 
gap to 24-20. Lebanon won the first half 28-24 
again by another three-pointer by Farah. 

Jordan's star player, Jumana Said, did not carry 
the team as expected especially in scoring after she 
got her third foul early in the second half and a few 
minute took her fourth as Lebanon led 32-28. 

A three-pointer by Chokarian gave Lebanon the 


lead at 42-34 as Salti was ruled out of the game 
after a slight injury while going for an outbound 
loose balk 

Another three-pointer by Khacherian further 
expanded the Lebanese lead followed by scores 
from Sossi Injkoshian as the scoreboard showed a 
commanding 50-38 score. 

Jordan's Sirsa Naghaway. who was given little 
playing time in earlier matches, scored the first of 
her three 3-pointers and went on to score another 
8 consecutive points to narrow the gap at 55-48. 

Hala Khalaf scored for Jordan as Vartoug 
Markarian added Lebanon's next 5 points to win 
the match 60-51. 

The Jordanian team includes Rana Husseini, 
Hala Muheisen. Jumana Salti, Zina Farah. Luma 
Abu Judum, Hind Gbouri, Hala Khalaf, Hala 
Ghattas. Lubna Masri. Sirsa Naghaway, Tala 
Maugeand Tetyana Qardan. 

Basketball is the only team sport Jordan's 
women will take part in. individual sports are ath- 
letics. swimming, taekwondo, equestrian and table 
tennis. 

Men's team loses to Syria 

Jordan’s men's basketball team lost to titlehold- 
ers Syria 66-62 after a highly competitive match 
and will now play for 5th and 6th places 
Wednesday. 

Jordan needed to win to join Saudi Arabia from 
Group 1 . and Lebanon and the UAE from Group 2 
in the second round. 

However, Syria took the qualifying slot and held 
on to a precious victory in a match that re min ded 
fans of the 1992 final in which biased refereeing 
led to Syria's win of the gold medal with a 70- 66 
win over Jordan who finished runner-up. 

Jordan had the chance to win the march after 
Zeid Alkhas tied the score at 62-62 with 1 21 
remaining. 

Syria's Mohammad Abu Sa’da lost a free throw 
and scored another to lead 63-62. 

Jordan's Husain Lutfi then lost a scoring chance 
as Syria called time out with 27 seconds remain- 
ing. 


Syria scored again to lead 64-62 as Lutfi was 
fouled again with 9 seconds left but failed to con- 
vert two free throws one of which was in but was 
ruled out by the referees. 

Syria’s Anwar Abdul Hay, who had 22 points in 
the match added two free throws ending the match 
66-62 to move to the second round. 

Syria had won the first half 29-28. But as the 
second half started, Syria's top two Abu Sa’da 
and Abdul Hay displayed their excellent shooting 
abilities and had four three-pointers to take the 
lead 45-37 and 52-42. 

Syria continued to lead before Jordan started to 
narrow the gap taking advantage of turnovers as 
Naser Alawneh scored. Syria still led 5S-53 but 
with 5 points from Alkhas the score was narrowed 
down to 4 points as Syria led 62-58 with 3.33 
remaining. 

Ma’an Odeb scored before Alkhas tied the game 
after which free throws and match experience 
made the difference as Syria won the match. 

The Jordanian team was hopeful of beating Syria 
as they had one out of three friendly matches last 
month while missing Odeh and Alkhas from the 
- lineup. 

The team, however, has been dealing with 
administrative snags surrounding the head coach 
whose tantrums Jed federation officials to enlist 
Rizeq Masri and women’s coach Fadi Sabbah as 
assistants. Playing in tjfroup I, Jordan had beat 
Morocco 59-47. and Libya 95-66 but lost 88-59 to 
Saudi Arabia. Group 2 included Lebanon, Qatar, 
the UAE and Kuwait, f 

Jordan’s young line-ub of Mahmoud Sh’aban, 
Faisal Nsour and Fad Saqqa has, however, fared 
well with big names like Hilal Barakat, Yousef 
ZaghlouL Naser Bushnaq and Marwan Ma’touq 
missing from the line-up. 

Jordan had won the first gold medal in team 
sports when the basketball team were crowned 
champions after defeating Iraq 80-78 in the final in 
the 1985 Games in Morocco. They finished run- 
ner-up behind Syria in tire 1992 Games in Syria 
following a controversial match. 
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Rania Alwani of Egypt kisses her three swimming gold medals won in the women’s 
100m butterfly, the 100m breaststroke and the 4x100m freestyle at the Pan-Arab 
Games in Bekaa Valley of Zahle (Reuters photo) 


Jordan takes on Kuwait 1 
soccer’s 2nd round tonigl 



nines for to work 


JORDAN TAKES ON 


Kuwait Wednesday as the 
-second round of the soc- 
cer competition ' gets 
underway at Camille 
Chamoun stadium. 

The winner of the match 
will move to the final to 
play the winner of 
Thursday’s Syria- 

Lebanon match. 

Jordan’s 3-1 win over 
Oman qualified them to 
the second round after top- 
ping Group A on score 
difference over Lebanon 
who qualified after beat- 
ing Libya 2-1. 

They are joined by Syria 
and Kuwait from Group 2. 

Jordan did not show 
offensive capabilities in 
their first round 1-1 draws 
with Libya and Lebanon. 

Team coach Mohammad 
Awad said the team would 


have different tactics 


against Group 2 runner 
up Kuwait who rely on top 
three players. 

Kuwait had defeated 


Mauritania 3-1, the UAE 


1-0 and lost to Syria 2-1. 

Eight countries took part 
in the soccer event Group 
1 included Jordan, 


Lebanon, Oman and 
Libya. Group- 2 included 
Kuwait, the UAE, Syria 
and Mauritania. 

Die top two teams in 
each group qualified to the 
second round the top two 
teams of which move to 
the final while the other 
two will play for third and 
fourth places. 

The Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) 

announced that sizeable 
rewards await players if 
they fare well in their 
upcoming matches. 

Jordanian businessman 
Zuheir Beiruti rewarded 
the soccer team with 
$ 1 .500 after their win over 
Oman and promised to 
reward them with $100 
each if they qualify to the 
final 


Taekwondo team 


eyes gold 


As the taekwondo event 
gets underway today with 


athletes from 13 countries 


taking part, Jordan’s coach 
Ammar Fahd said he was 


hopeful the Kingdoms 
team would fare .well 
against the ’ rop four 
Egypt Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia and Lebanon. 

Fahd said he was hope- 
ful of gaining gold medals 
by Hussein Tahleh, 
Mohammad Abul Ruz. 
Raed Naji, and Shadi Abu 
Taleb. Zaha Talhouni and 
Luma Haddad have tough 
matches and Ahlam Bino 
is very close to a medal 
« 

Karate team 
arrives 

The Kingdom’s karate 
team has arrived in Beirut 
and is hopeful of scoring 
good results in most cate- 

Freestyle wrestling 
begins Thursday and 


Ismail Sheikh, who won 


the gold in the Arab Youth 


Championship last year, 
is a top favourite. 
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CINEMA TEL: 6 34 144 

.. Philadelphia " i" 

Jim Carrey ...in 

LIAR LIAR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 




Tom Cruise...in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30 

• Adel lmam...in 

BAKHIT AND ADEELAH (PART 2) 
(Aljardal wal kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


H i s h a m Ai Masri of Syria competes in the men’s 400m freestyle at the Pan- Arab 
Games in die Bekaa Valley of ZahJ. AI Masri won the gold medal in a time of 
4JL80 seconds (Reuters photo) 


SabiT & MiBh&mti 


The satirical play 

AMN AI AI YA HO 

performance starts at 8:30 pjn 
The theatre is closed every Friday 
For reservations call 625155 


CONCORD "l" 

Kevin Costner & Rene Russo... in 

TIN CUP 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

CONCORD "2* 

Michael Jordan. Jn 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


XjO 
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The Inte rua tlonal Federation of the Football Association (FIFA) General Secretary 
Joseph Blatter holds np a slip of paper with the name of Japan on h during the draw 
for the second round of the Asia zone of the World Cup qualifying competitions in 
Zurich. Each group will play a league system in which each team plays the others in 
a home and away format- The matches are to be played between September 12 and 
November 9 (Reuters photo) 

Kuwait and Saudi in Group A 
of Asian World Cup draw . 


ZURICH (AFP) — Football’s world gov- 
erning body FIFA made the Asian final 
round draw for the L99S World Cup here 
Tuesday: 

Group A: Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, China, 
Iran. Qatar. 

Group B: South Korea, Kazakhstan. 
Japan, Uzbekistan, United Arab Emirates. 

Matches will be played between Sept. 12 


and Nov. 9. 

The two group winners qualify directly 
for France. Runners-up play off for third 
place in 1998 finals. The loser of this play- 
off plays Oceania Zone winners Australia 
on a home and away basis for a place in 
France. 

The dates for those mutches arc: Nov. 22 
in Asia, Nov. 29 in Australia. 


McRae’s favourite stage 
out of New Zealand Rally 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — Former world champion Colin 
McRae said Tuesday he was not concerned that his 
favourite stage was no longer pan of the New Zealand 
Rally. 

The Scot arrived Tuesday aiming for his fourth win in 
the rally smiting on August 2. and said he wasn’t both- 
ered that the Motu Forest stage around the Bay of Plenty 
in eastern New Zealand was no longer part of the race. 

The Subaru driver based each of his wins from 1993 to 
1995 on the torturous 45 kilometre (27 miles) twisting 
track, where he was always at least 30 seconds quicker 
than his nearest rival. 

This year's rally is based more around Auckland. 

McRae said his new lmpreza was well suited to the new 
course. 

“It's not quite as good as the old car on the tight, twisty 
roads, but it’s better on the faster, sweeping stages, so it 
doesn’t really matter we haven’t got the Morn any more,” 
he said. 

The Subaru team has arrived early to test on a back 
country road, so it can copy conditions McRae and team- 
inarc Kenneth Eriksson will encounter. 

McRae has been seeded second for the rally and admits 
it is crucial in his bid to regain the world championship 
title he won in 1995. 

He starts 10 points behind lost year’s winner Tommi 
Makinen and just four points ahead of former w inner 
Carlos Sainz. 

"If Tommi wins and we have a bad result it will make it 
very difficult for the rest of the series. Maybe we’ve got 
a slight psychological advantage because Tommi ’s 
crashed here the last two years.” 

McRae said tactics would be less prevalent in this 
year’s course as the roads were smooth: "It’ll be flat out 
all the way. 

"I really like the stages. It reminds me a lot of Scotland. 

Hopefully we can repeat the win.” 


Cape Town hopes 
to win 2004 bid 


PRETORLA iAFP) — South Africa’s crime 
problem should not pose a threat to Cape 
Town’s bid for the 2004 Olympic Games, 
members of a visiting International 
Olympic Committee (IOC » fact-finding 
team said Tuesday. 

“All major cities in world have a crime 
problem,” Prince Albert of Monaco told 
reporters here after he and other members 
of the IOC team held talks early Tuesday 
with President Nelson Mandela. 

Libyan IOC member Bashir Anaraboulsi 
said that Atlanta, which staged the games a 
year ago. also had a high rate of crime. 

"The important thing is security," 
Atlaraboulsi said, adding that Cape Town’s 
crime problem could be settled "In three, 
four or five years." 

“One of the important elements is that 
Africa has not had the Olympic games.” he 
added. "It is a very strong competition and 
Cape Town has a very good chance.” 

Mandela said he had urged the Caci-find- 
ers to award the 2004 Gaines to Cape Town 
because the Olympics had never been 
staged in Africa. 

“We sincerely hope thai the fact that the 
Olympic Games have never come to Africa 
... that they will be coming to South 
Africa," Mandela said. 

Cape Town is one of five cities on the 


shortlist to stage the 2004 Olympics along- 
side Rome. Athens. Stockholm und Buenos 
Aires. 

The winning bid is due to be announced 
in Luasanne, Switzerland on September 5. 

Asked whether the team had given any 
indication if they supported Cape Town's 
bid, Mandela replied that he had not been 
given any clue as to the committee's think- 
ing. 

He added, however, that IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch, “is a friend of all 
countries who are struggling for democra- 
cy; we are one of those countries.” 

Prince Albert said the team had already 
visited Cape Town and were due to return 
to the city later Tuesday. 

“It was a very short visit but nonetheless 
it gave ns good idea. 1 ' he said. "We received 
a lot of information. It is very useful mate- 
rial." 

He added that all five candidates have 
“very, very strong bids. 

It will be a very tight competition." 

Prince Albert said the team had also visit- 
ed Robben Island, the former political 
prison off Cape Town where Mandela spent 
the bulk of his 27 years in apartheid jails. 

“1 was verv moved,” he said. 


Rafter win in Infiniti Open 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Johnson sues for right to work 


BRAMPTON. Canada (AFP) — Disgraced sprinter Ben 
Johnson has started legal action to force the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation to lift its life ban for two 
drugs offences. His lawyers told a court the ban constitut- 
ed u restraint of trade. The 36-year-old was first banned 
after winning the Seoul Olympic 100m in a world record 
9.79sec when he failed an anabolic steroid test and again 
in 1993, a year after returning to competition, when he 
failed a testosterone test. The court adjourned its ruling to 
Friday. 

China’s hopes dim without Wang 

BELTING (AFP) — China has unveiled its team for next 
month's Athletics World Championships in Athens, with 
medal hopes looking extremely slim in the absence of 
long-distance track queen Wang Junxia. Wang, the 
5.000m Olympic champion and 10.000m world record 
holder, confirmed recently that she would not take part in 
the competition, even if offered a wild card by the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletics Federation. Wang's withdraw- 
al leaves medal hopes resting on Huang Zhihong, who 
took silver in the women’s shot putt at the Olympics in 
Atlanta last year. Other possible contenders include Gao 
Hongmiao who won last year's World cup 1 0-kilometres 
walk, and Ren Xiujian who is currently ranked among the 
world’s top 10 women triple jumpers. 

Houston Sacramento vie for trials 


INDIANAPOLIS (Ri — Houston, New Orleans and 
Sacramento, California, are vying for the opportunity to 
host the U.S. Olympic track and field trials ahead of the 
2000 Sydney Games, USA track and field announced on 
Monday. USATF said it received inquiries from 67 differ- 
ent oiganisations representing 46 cities in 23 states who 
expressed interest in hosting the trials. The decision will 
be made at USATFs next annual meeting, in Dallas on 
December 2-6, the governing body for track and field 
said. An estimated 1.200 athletes will compete in 37 
events at the trials with the top three finishers in each 
event qualifying for the trip to Sydney, provided they 
attain the Olympic qualifying standards. 



LOS .ANGELES (R) — Fifth seed Patrick 
Rafter of Australia outlasted Frenchman 
Lionel roux 7-6 (7-3 J 6-7 (3-7) 6-3 in the 
first-round at the S303.000 Infiniti Open on 
Monday. 

In the night match, second-seeded 
Thomas Enqvlst of Sweden rolled past 
American Steve Bryan, 6-3 6-2 in 73 min- 
utes. 

In other first-round matches, American 
Vincent Spadea used six service breaks to 
beat Frenchman Siephane Simian. 6-4 6-2 
for the second time in as many weeks. 
Guillaume Raoux, Simian's compatriot, 
swept past Argentine Gaston Etlis, 6-3 6-4 

Sandon Stolle nearly blew a 6-0 third set 
tiebreaker lead before outlasting fellow 
Australian Michael Tebbutt. 2-6 6-3 7-6 (7- 
5) in their first matchup. Kenneth Carl sen 
of Denmark capitalised on seven faults to 
oust Canadian Sebastian Lareau, 7-6 (7-4) 
6 - 1 . 

Rafter is enjoying his best season since 
turning pro in 1991, reaching the finals of 
three ATP Tour events while advancing to 
the semifinals of the French Open and 
round of 1 6 at Wimbledon last month. 

“I hope it is my best season. If it is I’ll be 
winning a few tournaments," smiled the 
world’s number, who has risen to number 
19 ranked in the current ATP tour rankings. 

“This year has been fantastic for me. I 
really don’t have a helluva lot to defend for 
the rest of the year. This is chance to make 
my big jump into the top 10. Let’s just hope 


mentally and physically I can hold up.” 

Despite his success. Rafter decided on a 
i wo- week break at his adopted home in 
Bermuda to get ready for the gruelling 
hardcoun season in the United Suites. 

*'I was hanging out there on the beach 
doing nothing." he said. “It was fantastic. 

"It’s a really tough grind. It’s really hot. If 
i do well. I’ll take a week off before the 
U.S. Open. Lry not to miss Davis Cup. the 
Grand Slam Cup and then I’ve got five 
tournaments in Europe. That's non-stop till 
the end of the year. If I'm gonna have my 
break. I might as well have it now." 

Though rafter displayed an aggressive 
serve-and- volley style to win the opening 
set tiebreaker, he allowed roux to level the 
match after blowing a pair of match points 
at 5-3 in ihe second set. 

“I thought be careful here because he 
can gel back into the match. ” Rafter said 
of the world's 80th ranked player. "That's 
exactly what happened. I got a little tired 
on my service game, he came up with some 
great shots and the next thing you know we 
were back on even terms again." 

However, the Australian took command 
with pivotal break in the sixth game and 
served out the two-hour 28-minute contest 
to improve to 36-16 on the year. 

"All in all when the pressure got on again 
in the third. I kept my composure, and I 
volleyed extremely well.” 



FOR RENT 

* Newly furnished flat consisting of 
2 bedrooms, sitting room and kitchenette. 
* Newly furnished suite 
Location: Jabal Al-Hussein West 
Please call Tel. 67171 6 


UNFURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, T-shaped 
salon, kitchen, telephone and small verandas. 

For more information please call 
Tel. 627702 a.m. & 635928 p.m. • 







Two Furnished Apartments 
In Western Shmeisani For Rent 

The first is 200 sq.m, independent first floor apartment 
consisting of two bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, 
glassed-in veranda, garden , garage. 

The second is a 220 sq.m, second floor apartment consisting of 
three. bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda 
Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 
Please call Tel. 665711, 664256 


TWO AUTOS FOR SALE 


200 E Mercedes 1989 Model - Air, Auto, Sunroof, 
ABS, Color : Black - Blue, Many extras, Excellent 
condition, One owner, Ordered from Factory In Germany. 
280 SE Mercedes 1983 Very good condition 
Air Condition both autos belonging to Diplomat 
Customs / Unpaid, Could be paid by new owner . 


TELEPHONE : 614371 FROM : 9 - 4 PM B88809 FROM : 4 - 10 PM 



FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Fully furnished super deluxe flat, situated in 
a quiet area, 190 sq.m. 

Ground floor. Consists of 2 bedrooms, L-shaped salon, 
' sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen with all 
accessories and veranda. TV/video/stereo/satellite 
set. grass pitched garden .is included, private garage, 
separate telephone/water/electricity and heating. 

"NO INTERMEDIARIES PLEASE" 

For more information please contact 
telephone numbers: 

814850, 815780, 619971, 619972 


SEEKING A JOB 


44-year-old driver looking for a job with a 
family or a company. Owns a family bus, 
experience in public relations and fluency 
in English language. 

Please call Abu Al-Ra'ed Tel. 4393183 



‘Ihe. lnternatumaCScfiooC 

OfCfwudfat - Amman, Jordan 


REQUIRES TEACHERS 


* Native Speakers of English * 

for 

KG, Primary, & Secondary English & Social Studies 
for the 1997 - 98 Academic year 
Interested candidates 
Please submit your CV. to : 

The Administration Office 
on the school premises located 
near The Arabian Horse Club - Airport Road 
TeL 079/55097 - 079/55098 Fax: 962-6-697905 
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Turkish government partners 
agree to ban Islamic schools 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Coalition partners in 
Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesui Yilmaz's secular 
government Tuesday 
agreed on a controversial 
bill under which hundreds 
of state-run secondary 
schools with Islamic edu- 
cation would be closed 
down. 

"There is full agreement 
on the education bill." 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit told 
reporters here after an 
eight-hour cabinet meet- 
ing which started Monday 
night. 

“Our government will 
begin implementing the 
new education regime this 
year." Education Minister 
Hikmet Ulugbay told 
reporters. 

The education bill must 
be approved by parliament 
before taking effect. The 
national assembly is 
expected to vote in early 


August. 

Turkey's pro-Islamist 
opposition denounced the 
government move, with 
Islamist former Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan calling 
the bill “an example of 
pro-secular fascism." 

Addressing deputies 
from his Welfare Party. 
Mr. Erbakan called on Mr. 
Yilmaz’s government to 
hold a referendum on the 
bill, saying: “Let the peo- 
ple decide on whether they 
want to learn their religion 
in schools or not." 

The closure of secondary 
schools with religious 
education had been a 
major source of dispute 
between Turkey's power- 
ful pro-secular generals 
and the Islamist-led gov- 
ernment of Mr. Erbakan, 
who resigned last month 
under strong pressure by 
the army. 

Mr. Erbakan and the 
generals had been at odds 


over creeping Islumisation 
during his 12-month term 
as prime minister. 

Mr. Erbakan's move to 
reject an army-backed 
plan to crack down on reli- 
gious extremism had esca- 
lated tensions and raised 
public fears of a military 
coup. 

Mr. Yilmaz's three-party 
coalition government 
replaced Mr. Erbakan's 
cabinet late last month and 
won a parliamentary con- 
fidence vote on July 12. 

Conservative Mr. Yilmaz 
has said his government 
will take necessary mea- 
sures to protect Turkey's 
secular regime from 
Islamist fundamentalist 
threats. 

Mr. Erbakan’s pro- 
Islamist Welfare Party has 
said it will make all efforts 
to prevent the bill from 
receiving parliamentary 
approval. 


Algerian forces kill 140 
Islamist rebels — press 


PARIS fR) — Algerian 
troops have killed about 
140 of some 180 guerrillas 
they had encircled, and 
bulldozers clearing a path 
for the advance have 
unearthed dozens of 
corpses of unidentified 
people, an Algerian news- 
paper said Tuesday. 

“In their advance, the 
bulldozers unearthed by 
accident dozens of corpses. 
The authorities are still 
unable to identify whether 
they are civilians kid- 
napped by armed gangs, or 
terrorists.” A1 Watan news- 
paper said. 

The offensive began 10 
days ago when a kid- 
napped ” woman escaped 
her rebel abductors and 
tipped off government 
forces on the gunmen's 
whereabouts, the newspa- 
per said. 

About 20 rebels had 
attacked a hamlet near an 
underground guerrilla base 
in Attatba area of Blida 
province, about 50 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers, the 
newspaper said. 

They cut the throats of 
three women in the attack 
and abducted the woman, 
w-ho was handed over to 
the assailants’ leader for 
sexual abuse. Al Watan 
said. 

“At the end of the attack, 
a gang chief leading the 
assailants ordered a gun- 
man to cut open a slain 
woman’s thorax and eat 
her heart. Indeed, he ale 
the woman's heart before 
the eyes of horrified 
women and children." it 


Residents deny reports that 
army killed 100 Islamists 

TIPAZA CAP) — Residents of this coastal town Monday 
denied reports that government troops killed about 100 
Islamists during a raid on a clandestine meeting. 

The raid was also reported in Monday's edition of 
Algiers’ French language L'authentique. a newspaper 
considered to have sources close to the government. 

The newspaper said the militants targeted had been 
responsible for the recent massacre of 14 people in the 
nearby town of Abu Ismail. 

“We don’t know anything about this raid." one resident 
of Tipaza told the Associated Press. .All others questioned 
also denied any knowledge of an operation in the area. 
AJI refused to be named for fear of reprisals. 


added. 

The security forces have 
so far killed about 140 
rebels in their slow offen- 
sive hampered by the 
rugged area. Al Watan 
said. 

The guerrillas were 
members of gangs operat- 
ing in the Algiers Islamist 
stronghold of Bab Al Oud, 
Stdi Musa area in Blida 
region and Kolea in the 
coastal province of Tipaza. 
some 60 kilometres south- 
west of Algiers, it said. 

They had gone to the area 
to attend a congress to plan 
strategy. 

Al Watan did not say to 
which rebel organisations 
the guerrillas belonged. 

L'autheniique newspa- 
per. giving a slightly dif- 
ferent version of the huge 
operation, said Monday 
they were members of the 
Armed Islamist Group 
iGIA). 

L’authentique said GIA 
chief Antar Zouabri might 
be among the trapped 


rebels. The authorities 
blame the GIA for the mas- 
sacres of hundreds of vil- 
lagers in remote hamlets, 
for bombings mainly in 
Algiers and the murders of 
leading intellectuals and 
journalists. 

“Only about 40 terrorists 
are still alive [from the 180 
besieged ones],” Al Watan 
said. 

In a separate operation, 
security forces killed Five 
rebels in Ouled Ali hamlet 
near Khemis Al Khechna, 
about 40 kilometres east of 
Algiers. Monday. 

L'authentique reported 

Tuesday. 

The newspaper said the 
five were “dangerous ter- 
rorists” who look part in 
villagers' massacres and 
train attacks in the area. 

About 60.000 people 
have been killed in Algeria 
since January 1992 when 
the authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
Islamists had taken a huge 
lead. 


Marijuana plants springing 
up on Egyptian balconies 


CAIRO (AFP) — Mari- 
juana has been sprouting 
on Egyptian balconies 
since residents discovered 
that the nation's most 
widely consumed drug 
grows as well at home as it 
does in the Sinai desert 
where the bedouin culti- 
vate it. 

According to the head of 
the interior ministry’s 
anti-narcotics authority. 
General Mohammad 
Shaarawi. security ser- 
vices recently discovered 
cases of marijuana, or 
“hungo." cultivation on 
balconies and even 
rooftops." 

A police officer who 
asked not to be identified 
said, "they plant marijua- 
na seeds in pots ... and to 
fool their neighbours' 
noses, at the same time 
they grow basil, which has 
a strong smell.” 

The Egyptian press 
began regularly publishing 
several months ago the 
arrests of amateur bungo 
growers in poor Cairo 
neighbourhoods and the 
provinces. 

“It’s not worth it.” said 
Gen. Shaarawi. 

“To risk life imprison- 
ment with hard labour for 


growing an Indian hemp 
plant for six months which 
yields a drug of mediocre 
quality is in my eyes pure 
folly." he said. 

That was not the opinion 
of an amateur grower, who 
spoke under cover of 
anonymity. 

“It's more reliable than 
buying from a dealer who 
may be followed by police 
or can't be found when 
you need some. I cut and 
dry the bungo leaves on 
my terrace, in front of my 
neighbours who think it's 
molokhia," or mallow, a 
favourite Egyptian dish. 

“What's more, it doesn't 
cost anything because a 
few seeds will suffice, and 
it s easy^to grow because it 
doesn’t need to be watered 
every day." he said. 

“All that adds to the sat- 
isfaction of consuming the 
product of my own labour. 
Mv only regret is that I 
don’t have enough space 
to increase my harvest." 
another grower said. 

For the Iasi five years, 
bungo has been at the top 
of the drug consumption 
hit parade, police say. 
because it is less expen- 
sive than narcotics. A 50- 
gramme package of bunco 


sells for six dollars. 

Bungo is sold, some- 
times publicly, in some 
Cairo cafes and alleys. 

"From each package, it 
is possible to roll four long 
cigarettes. called a 
‘sarukh.'” or missiles, 
said one consumer, who 
asked not to be identified. 

But the Sinai is still the 
bungo-growing capital. 
Gen. Shaarawi said. With 
“the increase in our heli- 
copter operations in 1996, 
the bedouin have been 
Forced to grow in the 
steepest areas of the 
desert.” he said. 

“In 1996. we destroyed 
332 acres of Indian hemp 
and seized 7.5 tonnes of 
bungo from dealers. This 
year is the beginning of 
the end for the bungo phe- 
nomenon.” the general 
said. 

He said the general anti- 
narcotics authority, found- 
ed in 1929. wiped out 
cocaine cultivation in 
Egypt in the first half of 
the century' and has con- 
siderably reduced hashish 
and heroin production, 
which was widespread in 
the lOxos." 



FAULT OF MOTHER EARTH NOT PATHFINDER: This picture cropped from the panoramic picture released by 
NASA Monday and made by die Mars Pathfinder shows the Sojourner making an observation of the rock named Yogi. 
Communications with the Pathfinder were reestablished Monday after two days of errors that project managers said 
were made on the ground and not the fault of the space craft (AFP photo) 

Pathfinder roaming Mars 

i 

finally calls mother Earth 


PASADENA (R) — 

Relieved scientists re- 
established communica- 
tions with the Mars 
Pathfinder spacecraft 
Monday after a weekend 
during which the landing 
craft and its little rover 
refused to phone home. 

What a difference a day 
makes, said a smiling Brian 
Muirhead. the Pathfinder 
project manager. The team 
is extremely pleased with 
our current status. 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL) spokesman Alan 
N*{ood said scientists re- 
established contact with the 
landing craft at 2:45 a.m. 
PDT (0945 GMT.) Monday 
after losing the signal 
Saturday night. All commu- 
nications between the earth 
and the rover. Sojourner, 
must go through the lander. 

The spacecraft, on com- 
mand from earth, started 
sending a stream of engi- 
neering data telling scien- 
tists the lander and rover 
were in fine shape. Mr. 
Wood said. 

The communications ses- 
sion. using both the lan- 
der's antennas, lasted about 


6 1/2 hours. Mr. Wood said. 

Mr. Muirhead said the 
weekend's communications 
blackout was associated 
mostly with ground opera- 
tions and not with the com- 
puters on board the rover 
and the lander, as bad been 
the case the previous week- 
end, wheQ the spacecraft 
failed to hook up with 
earth. 

We’ll be working to elim- 
inate the cause of these 
(ground) problems in the 
coming days as we rerum to 
a more normal mode of 
operations. Mr. Muirhead 
said. 

Computer scientist Glen 
Reeves explained that last 
weekend’s blackout had 
been caused by the comput- 
er on board the Pathfinder 
landing craft resetting itself 
when it sensed an overload, 
automatically cutting com- 
munications with earth. 

This was the result of a 
built-in safety measure in 
the software programme. 
An analogy would be when 
your PC (Personal 
Computer) locks up and 
you reach around the back 
and hit the reset button, Mr. 


Reeves said. 

It was not immediately 
known what effect the lat- 
est problems would have on 
the mission, though project 
scientist Matthew 

Golombek said last week- 
end's blackout impacted us 
severely, putting Sojourner 
several days behind in its 
rock sampling tasks. 

But Mr. Golombek 
stressed last week that the 
six-wheeled rover, which is 
about the size of a 
microwave oven, could 
operate on the Martian sur- 
face indefinitely and its 
mission had already been 
extended to a. long-term 
project, meaning it would 
return more data to Earth 
than had originally been 
planned. Pathfinder landed 
on Mars on July 4. 

The rover, using its alpha 
proton X-ray spectrometer, 
has already analysed two 
Martian rocks, dubbed Yogi 
and Barnacle Bill, and 
found them to be different 
in composition although 
still somewhat resembling 
rocks on Earth. 

Scientists speculated that 
both or one of the rocks 


might have been swept into 
the landing site area in the 
Ares Vallis Basin by a dev- 
astating flood they believe 
occurred about 4.5 billion 
years ago. 

The Sojourner Monday 
was resting by a big white 
rock — the only one of its 
kind near the landing site 
— dubbed Scooby Doo. It 
has taken measurements of 
the rock, which were 
scheduled to be transmitted 
to earth Monday night. 

Scientists also wanted the 
rover to analyse the rock 
with its alpha proton X-ray 
spectrometer. Other targets 
for the reiver included rocks 
named Half Dome, Witch, 
Shark and Flat Top. 

The JPL team was also 
working on what it promis- 
es will be the most exciting 
panorama of Mars yet pro- 
duced by the mission — a 
composite of thousands of 
postage stamp-sized frames 
put together to produce a 
12-colour gallery pan of the 
Martian surface, covering 
360 degrees and showing 
expansive views from the 
lander to the horizon. 


Yeltsin 

orders 

Russian 

military to 

explain 

reforms 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, hit- 
ting back at critics of his 
controversial military 
reforms, praised his defence 
minister Monday and told 
him to launch a publicity 
campaign to explain the 
shake-up. 

Mr. Yeltsin summoned 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev to the Volzhsky 
Utyos resort in central 
Russia where he is on holi- 
day to discuss reforms 
announced last week, 
including cutting troop 
numbers by 500.000 to 1.2 
million by the end of 1998. 

He praised Mr. Sergeyev’s 
resolve in starting the 
reform. “At last, after you 
came, this step has teen 
made.” Mr. Yeltsin said in 
televised remarks. “I had to 
replace two ministers and at 
last you have dared to do iL” 

“I consider this (the 
reform) to be of the utmost 
necessity." Mr. Sergeyev 
responded. “The time when 
evolution was possible has 
passed." He said Russia had 
a choice — preserve the 
structure of the armed 
forces and the number of 
servicemen or stress combat 
readiness and new weapons. 


U.S. military’s anti-terrorism 
measures faulted by Congress 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
congressional report said on 
Monday that one year after a 
deadly bomb attack in Saudi 
Arabia the U.S. Defence 
Department had failed to put 
in place a comprehensive sys- 
tem to protect U.S. forces 
against terrorist attacks. 

The General Accounting 
Office, the investigative arm 
of Congress, said it had sent 
teams in March and April this 
year to 30 overseas miiitaiy 
sites to inspect measures in 
place to protect U.S. forces 
against terrorist attacks. 

“We found significant secu- 
rity improvements have been 
made in Turkey and the 
Middle East to protect against 
vehicle bombs," it said but 
added “vulnerabilities 
remain." 

In particular, it said recom- 
’mendations in a report pre- 
pared by retired army General 


Wayne Downing for more 
common standards and more 
consistent “vulnerability 
assessments" were not being 
implemented. 

"Vulnerability assessments 
lack consistency because 
DoD (the Department of 
Defence) has not established 
common standards for them,” 
the GAO report said. 

It said more guidance was 
needed to commanders 
around the world to help them 
establish whether they have 
put enough anti-terrorist mea- 
sures in place. 

It said worldwide standards 
should be developed for 
“stand-off distance — the 
distance military facilities 
should be from roads or pub- 
lic places to prevent attacks 
by, for example, truck bombs. 

The Downing report was 
triggered by the June, 1996 
truck bombing of the Khobar 


Towers housing facility near 
Dhahran in Saudi Arabia that 
killed 19 American service- 
men. 

The GAO noted that the 
Pentagon had responded to a 
major recommendation of the 
Downing Report and estab- 
lished a special department 
under the chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff for com- 
bating terrorism. 

It also said that it found evi- 
dence that commanders “at 
all levels were placing more 
emphasis on the anti-terror- 
ism programme than they had 
prior to Khobar Towers.” 

But it concluded that “in our 
view. DoD's failure to impose 
a comprehensive approach to 
combating terrorism, as envi- 
sioned by the Downing Task 
Force, has resulted in a pro- 
gramme that still lacks con- 
sistency and coordination." 


Clan gives Aideed ultimatum to get 
out of Baidoa before ‘bloodshed’ 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
The Rahanwein Resistance 
Army (RRA), based in 
south-central Somalia, 
Tuesday warned of “blood- 
shed” if warlord Hussein 
Aideed fails to withdraw 
his militiamen from 
Baidoa. 450 kilometres 
southwest of Mogadishu. 

“Aideed has only 24 
hours to make up his mind 
in a peaceful manner and 
evacuate Baidoa and neigh- 
bouring villages.” RRA 
spokesman Bashir Abdi 


told journalists in 
Mogadishu. 

“We are about 17 kilome- 
tres from Baidoa.” he said. 

The spokesman said the 
RRA, drawn from the Digil 
and Mirifle dans, had 
strengthened its militia 
capabilities in the area. 

Mr. Aideed's father. 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, who died in 
August lasL year after being 
wounded in inter-clan 
fighting in Mogadishu, 
captured Baidoa in 


September 1995. but spo- 
radic fighting between his 
militiamen and the RRA 
has continued in and 
around Baidoa since then. 

Mr. Abdi accused 
Aideed’s Habr Gedir militi- 
amen of having started a 
fresh round of looting in 
Baidoa, seizing goods 
belonging to its inhabitants 
and equipment left behind 
by international aid agen- 
cies which pulled out when 
Baidoa fell. 



Miss America 
contestants can 
choose 2-piece suits 
AfUNTICCITY^ 

skimpier —but aot too rJ! 

— swimsuit Lx comiflai? 
the Miss America S' 
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beauty contest in the dS 

Stales this September ^ 

have the option of undine 
their traditional cmeS 
bathing suits For twoSI 

suits, as long as certam stan. 

dards of modesty are mak 
rained, pageant officiaL^ 

Monday. Leonard Horn 
president of the 
America Organisation, said 
in a news release. It wji] ^ 
the first time in the 77-year 
history of the pageant ft* 
contestants will be allowed 
to choose their own one- or 
two-piece swimsuit 
instead of wearing the one- 
piece model selected fo 
organisers. “There will 
certain parameters " Horr, 
told a news conference in 
Pasadena. “No thong, 
bikinis- It’s not supposed to 
be sexual or sexy and it 
won’t be.” 

Fraudsters beware: 

Your mini-bar is 
watching you 

PARIS (AFP) — It’s doi 
that they don’t trust you. ft’, 
just that the owners of Pah 1 -' 
newest plush hotel want 
make sure your bill i, 
absolutely accurate. That's 
why the Hotel Pam 
Marriott, just opened for 
business on the Champ . 

Elysees, has introduced a P 
new state-of-the-art facility 
for its esteemed 2.800 franc 
a night guests: the omni- 
scient mini-bar. And ii ^herbumb 
won’t let you get away with. T u *Lh 
er, forgetting what yea . 
drank last night. “We knew bist part) "iilcv 
exactly what people drink. [ ri 
in real time by remote coo- r '_ 7 _ 
trol.” said marketing head 
Thieny Violate. “It avoids 'W? ; 1 ■ 
mistakes and accelerates ? fa};' 
billing,” adds the head’s ■■■■ ' 

sales chief, cited by thele-® :: : ' ,r - 
Monde newspaper Tuesday. '*■ 

Manila bar girl 1 - - 

with HIV jailed 
for affair with boy 

MANILA (R) — Philippine ( ’ w : ■ 

police arrested a fbonrr • 1 - 

Manila bar girl on chaige* . 
of child abuse for brin; JM ainis to 
involved with a leenaev ^ - - 

boy, who fathered her child • 

The arrest of Sarah Jan,- . _ 

Salazar, 21. was the labN *i\.r->,r, r — .. 
twist in the colourful life oi y i* ;r . 7 ' 
a woman who jolted 4.^1 

Philippines’ largely conset .ji M 

vative society in 1994 h? to#* . 
openly admitting she ted.’ _ ■_ 
the virus that leads to AJlfi f.,. rjr 7 
and by carrying on a highly ( ■ 

publicised ’aflftur with „ n ‘ ,' ! r - ' \ 

young lover. Salazar began ^ ■J- 1 * 

the affair with Rhein.' *7 

Atizado last year when to , '7 1 ••• 
was 16. The couple bad-' ^ r . 

son last month. The rela- t,, 
tionship provoked the irv »•) 

Atizado’s mother who filed :iJ 
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charges, accusing Sata^l ^ ^ 


violating the country's anti • ■ ^ 
child abuse law. Health ofh- \ ffl|l 
rials said Salazar's kriW '7 
had tested negative at lea^ 
four rimes for HIV while ilw 
results of blood tests on ito 
child were still not known. ^ 

Monk judges ^ 

Miss Italy ^ 

CROPONI (AFP) 


llllj,; 


Critelli turned his attend* 
from spiritual to earth).' 
beauty when he became 3 
judge for the regional eon- ^ 
tests of Miss Italy. 
authorities reveal^. 


Critelli — member of d* ^ 

religious order founded by, rr, U | Tl 

Saint Francis of Assisi at ** , Yf 
beginning of the V 1,^ £ 

tury — did not fiesiBB ■ . ai,i 0 j y 
pose for photographs "’/d . 'Hr. J ••Ijr- 
the regional winner Barbara ay ^ 

Cortese, 19. “I am ^ 
embarrassed to be there- * j (l 
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Critelii declared, addi^ h: -' 


,r J r. r , 


that he received the imiB 1 1 * 
tion to attend Sunday s ' >rh %l . a 

test from Croponi town lull . ^ M lJsp| 

Moreover, he said he ** , 4 lI | 1 ■'•h.jp 
not taking part in 5 1 '' 
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name but on behalf of . 

entire Croponi 
community. He 
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